
Yr 11 Languages Overview

What does the Year 11 languages curriculum look like?

The Year 11 curriculum builds on the vocabulary, grammar and cultural knowledge established in

Year 10.  Having become confident in expressing their opinions on subtopics covered in Year 10,

students are now encouraged to manipulate structures they have already learned in new topics, for

example work and future education plans.  In Year 11 students develop their skills in discussing

work-related situations alongside other transactional scenarios.

In lessons we will continue to develop the students’ confidence in listening, reading, speaking and

writing in Spanish and French; in Year 11 there is a higher level of challenge in the texts selected to

introduce and practise content in the sub topics.

Alongside topic-specific vocabulary needed for the Year 11 curriculum, students’ attention is

continually drawn to the importance of high-frequency vocabulary and verbs that they have learnt in

Year 10, as exam practice questions become a more regular feature of Year 11 lessons in their final

GCSE preparation.

Students in Year 11 are encouraged to use online vocabulary-learning tools to continue to build

towards their target of 2000 words to maximise their potential in the final exams.

In Year 11 students will complete theme 2 and study theme 3 as well as revisiting all topics at the end

of the course during our revision weeks:

Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest

In Global Issues, a new topic for students, we revisit the present tense in the context of new verbs

relating to recycling and caring for our environment. We introduce topic-specific vocabulary as

pre-learning so that students are able to access the reading and listening texts. When discussing the

most or least important environmental issues we review use of comparative structures and the

superlative. As students start the topic of discussing the homeless we review use of verbs in the third

person singular and third person plural; this allows students to express opinions and facts about

people in need. This is an appropriate hinge point in the students’ grammar development for some

to start using the subjunctive in negative opinions.

Travel and tourism is a topic that we revisit, having studied it in Year 9. The topic broadens for Year

11 who now need to use their productive skills to communicate for transactional purposes; students

will now develop the skill of writing clearly in three time frames and discussing problems on holiday.

We introduce the differences between the preterite (Spanish) or perfect (French) tense and the

imperfect tense to communicate about past events or past description in the background.  We

ensure students have mastered the use of future tense to talk about their future travel plans.

Theme 3 - Current and future study and employment

We revisit the topic of My Studies, having studied it at KS3; we now revisit more complex grammar

structures used in previous topics to discuss preferences such as direct object pronouns. We can

introduce indirect object pronouns at this point in their linguistic development to discuss the

influence teachers can have on students. We introduce a wider vocabulary in My Studies and Life at



School to allow students to discuss and understand texts on a wider variety of school issues, such as

the qualities of a ‘good student’ and their views on school rules. We revisit reflexive verbs to discuss

a typical day at school and the conditional tense to enable students to discuss alternative uniform

ideas and justify opinions with greater confidence.

Students’ knowledge of the Education post-16 topic, which is introduced briefly at KS3, progresses as

we review a variety of future structures to discuss their post-GCSE education plans; there is a unit in

which students discuss the advantages and disadvantages of working or studying and the value of

going to university or taking a gap year. We revisit the use of the perfect tense to express decisions

which have been made and how to use verbs in the third person singular and plural to express other

people’s education plans.

There is now a logical, chronological progression with the final topic being Career choices and

ambitions. The vocabulary introduced focuses on reading and listening texts about looking for,

applying for and ideal jobs. The students’ productive skills are now challenged as we discuss what

they have done, did recently, currently do, want to do and will do in the world of work and why that

would inspire them to work in a certain professional arena.

Language skills developed at KS4

The work produced by students in year 11 is the product of 5 years of language study . By the end of

year 11 students will be able to apply the phonics, grammar and vocabulary knowledge they have

acquired throughout KS3 and KS4 across a variety of different contexts (formal and informal) and

modes and modalities (reading, listening, writing and speaking).

Grammar development and progression

Now that students are confident in expressing themselves in three different time frames and giving a

variety of opinions, in Year 11 they are guided to express themselves with increasing accuracy, in

more detail and complexity.  Some students will be able to understand and use more sophisticated

language structures, for example basic use of the subjunctive mood and first, second and third

conditional structures.

Comprehension skills

Year 11 students use their now well-developed knowledge of vocabulary to help them work out the

meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary in various contexts, including authentic texts such as extracts from

literary sources. When listening to longer passages, more attention is paid to transcribing for detailed

meaning, rather than gist.

Spontaneity

In Year 11 we review the skills needed for success in the different styles of speaking assessment.

Those aiming for the highest grades will be able to develop their answers more fully while

maintaining a natural conversation. Year 11 students will also improve confidence in asking and

responding to unprepared questions.



Progression towards KS5 languages

With the KS4 curriculum implemented in 2016 the exams taken by students now reflect skills needed

to access the KS5 languages course: being able to speak spontaneously, competent use and

manipulation of grammar in order to write accurately on a variety of topics. The GCSE course also

equips students to learn another language in the future, using their metacognitive strategies of how

to study a language.

Year 11 Assessment timeline

Autumn 2 mock speaking (mid November)

Students prepare a transactional role play based on five bullet points given to them in their

controlled exam preparation time. In addition they prepare a photo card, starting by describing what

they can see in the photo and then answering some prepared and unprepared questions on the topic

of the photo. Finally students speak for around five minutes in the general conversation section of

the exam. This is when the students are expected to respond to their bank of conversation questions

prepared over the two-year course and also unprepared questions to ensure the conversation is also

about interaction and spontaneity. All exam materials for the mock speaking exam are taken from

past GCSE papers, using content from Theme 1 and Theme 2. Students will experience the structure

of a real speaking exam and will have the opportunity to respond to the feedback they received at

the end of Year 10 in the general conversation section of their Year 10 exam.

Autumn 2 mock exams #1 (early/mid December) - writing, listening, reading (all themes)

Students are tested on their knowledge of the subtopics in all three themes. The writing, listening

and reading papers are past GCSE papers. The Foundation writing paper will include a short

translation into Spanish or French and a choice of two 90-word, structured GCSE essay questions in

which students will be required to use past and future tenses as well as give opinions. The

Foundation paper also contains a photo card which, unlike in the speaking exam, requires students to

describe what they see in the photo by writing four different, short sentences. The Higher writing

paper will include a translation into Spanish or French, a choice of two 90-word, structured GCSE

essay questions and a choice of two 150-word, structured essay questions. Students are prepared for

these essay-writing skills in class and have practised the other elements of the writing exam in

assessments since KS3.

Spring 1 mock #2 (mid/end February) - writing, listening, reading (all themes)

In the second mock exams students have the opportunity to demonstrate that they have reflected on

the feedback received in the first series of mock exams in December. The writing, listening and

reading papers once again are past GCSE papers.

Final speaking exam (early May)

Final reading exam (late May/early June)

Final writing exam (late May/early June)

Final listening exam (late May/early June)


