
OCR - GCSE Music 
 

Key Dates and Times 

Date Friday 4th April Friday 4th April Monday 16th June 

Time 3pm 3pm 1pm 

Exam Composition hand in 
deadline 

Performance hand in deadline Listening and Appraising 

Topics Free composition + 
write up 
Fixed composition + 
write up 

Solo performance + score 
Ensemble performance + score 

Concerto Through Time 
Rhythms of the World 
Conventions of Pop 
Film / Game music 

Weighting 30% 30% 40% 

 
Areas of Study in more detail: 
Concerto Through Time 

●​ Eras of music (Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic) 

●​ Definitions of key words 
●​ MAD TSHIRTT 
●​ Instruments of the orchestra 
●​ Melodic features, accompaniment 

features, cadenza features 
●​ Composers and dates 

 
Rhythms of the World 

●​ Calypso 
●​ Bhangra 
●​ Indian Classical  
●​ Greek / Eastern Mediterranean 

●​ Samba 
●​ Rhythmic features/devices 
●​ Melodic / vocal features 

 
Film Music 

●​ Instruments of the orchestra 
●​ MAD TSHIRTT 
●​ Melodic devices 
●​ Linking to context/plot 

 
Conventions of Pop 

●​ Rock n Roll (50/60s) 
●​ Rock Anthems (60/70/80s) 
●​ Pop Ballads (80/90s) 
●​ Solo Artists (90s - present day) 

 
Revision techniques: 

●​ Create flashcards using info on Google Classroom. 
●​ Use Focus on Sound to listen to musical examples. 
●​ Use this YouTube playlist. 
●​ BBC Bitesize has a good summary of each topic with listening examples. 
●​ Instrument identification: The Philharmonia website has videos for each instrument.  
●​ You can use YouTube as well - search “flute concerto” or any other instrument to help 

you identify their timbres. 
 

Revision Guides/websites: 
●​ Revision guide - this is the Rhinegold revision guide which comes with a CD to practise 

exam questions. It also has a sample paper at the back. 
●​ https://www.musicgcse.co.uk/ - has all the info you need on all the Areas of Study. 
●​ Music First website - lots of audio clips and sections specific to the OCR syllabus. 
●​ Google Classroom - slides on all the topics are in Google Classroom. 
●​ GCSE Bitesize - a very good summary of the OCR topics with some listening examples. 
●​ YouTube - this playlist also summarises the topics well. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5r9vx6vJSwYwNpn_JnuCSlvoTRZpPPBx
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mozart+concerto
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tchaikovsky+concerto
https://blatchingtonmill.musicfirstclassroom.co.uk/login
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtycXRMafBjmCB7xZHsvD5C7fbxbRLd3L
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://philharmonia.co.uk/resources/instruments/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Music-Complete-Revision-Practice-Audio/dp/1782946160/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_2/257-8024735-0798222?pd_rd_w=SacCu&content-id=amzn1.sym.bb13d3fc-af40-4fff-a822-e0e4c415da96&pf_rd_p=bb13d3fc-af40-4fff-a822-e0e4c415da96&pf_rd_r=S4H5JASPS9RF3WKYM6C7&pd_rd_wg=eaOhO&pd_rd_r=7505c570-1907-4e61-9e20-abc31259dec7&pd_rd_i=1782946160&psc=1
https://www.musicgcse.co.uk/
https://blatchingtonmill.musicfirstclassroom.co.uk/login
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T81tIbQmT_M&list=PLtycXRMafBjmCB7xZHsvD5C7fbxbRLd3L

