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 1.  Policy Framework 

 Blatchington  Mill  School  believes  that  the  school  should  enable  each  student  to  realise  their 
 poten�al  and  acquire  all  necessary  skills  and  values  in  order  to  live  a  full,  flexible  and  rewarding 
 life in the changing, modern world. 

 Ini�ated:  November 2016 

 Date Reviewed:  March 2022 

 Audience:  Parents 

 Staff 

 Governors 

 Students 

 Policy located:  Website 

 Policy Format:  Full 

 Lead Member of Staff:  Sarah Hextall – Business Mana  ger 

 The  contents  of  this  document  relate  to  the  guidance  provided  by  the  Department  for  Educa�on 
 h�ps://www.gov.uk/government/publica�ons/charging-for-school-ac�vi�es 
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 Charges and Remissions 

 1.1  Aim 

 ■  To clarify the approach that Blatchington Mill School takes to charging for ac�vi�es and resources. 

 ■  To be clear about the circumstances and situa�ons which may lead to remissions and reduc�ons. 

 1.2  Our Philosophy 

 ■  To take a consistent and transparent approach to charges and remissions. 

 ■  To encourage engagement with extracurricular ac�vi�es among all students. 

 ■  To  work  with  families  to  reduce  the  obstacles  that  may  hinder  such  engagement  among  disadvantaged 
 students due to financial circumstances. 

 ■  To  minimise  financial  risk  to  Blatchington  Mill  School  and  to  ensure  sustainability  of  the  extracurricular 
 programme. 

 ■  Families on low income are encouraged to apply for financial support. 
 The  core  criteria  for  this  is  in  line  with  the  eligibility  for  Free  School  Meals  which  at  the  �me  of  wri�ng  is 
 those families in receipt of: 

 ~ Income Support 
 ~ income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 ~ income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 ~ support under Part VI of the Immigra�on and Asylum Act 1999 
 ~ the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
 ~  Child  Tax  Credit  (provided  you’re  not  also  en�tled  to  Working  Tax  Credit  and  have  an  annual  gross 
 income of no more than £16,190) 
 ~ Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks a�er you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 ~  Universal  Credit  -  if  you  apply  on  or  a�er  1  April  2018  your  household  income  must  be  less  than  £7,400 
 a year (a�er tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 An updated list of the benefits can be found here 

 h�ps://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals/brighton-and-hove 
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 2.  Restric�ons on Charging 
 Blatchington Mill School & Sixth Form College (BMS)  will not charge for 

 ■  admission. 

 ■  educa�on  provided  during  school  hours,  including  the  supply  of  any  materials,  books,  instruments  or 
 other equipment required for that educa�on. 

 ■  educa�on  provided  outside  school  hours  if  it  is  part  of  the  na�onal  curriculum  or  part  of  a  syllabus  for  a 
 prescribed  public  examina�on  that  the  pupil  is  being  prepared  for  at  the  school,  or  part  of  religious 
 educa�on. 

 ■  entry  to  a  prescribed  public  examina�on  or  for  an  examina�on  resit  if  the  student  has  been  prepared  for 
 it at BMS. 

 Blatchington Mill School & Sixth Form College (BMS)  may charge for 

 ■  any  materials,  books,  instruments,  equipment  or  resources  where  the  child’s  parent  or  carer  wishes  the 
 student to own them. 

 ■  Op�onal extras (see sec�on 4) 

 ■  Musical and vocal tui�on in limited circumstances (see sec�on 4) 

 ■  Community facili�es 

 ■  Any materials, book, instrument, equipment or resources owned by BMS and damaged by the students. 

 Every effort will be made by the school to establish details of responsibility where this is disputed. 
 Charging arrangements will take into considera�on financial and personal circumstances. 
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 3.  Op�onal extras 
 Charges  can  be  made  for  some  ac�vi�es  that  are  known  as  ‘op�onal  extras’.  Where  an  op�onal  extra  is 
 being provided, a charge can be made for providing materials, books, instruments or equipment. 

 Op�onal Extras are 

 ■  Educa�on provided outside of school �me that is not: 
 ❖  Part of the na�onal curriculum; 
 ❖  Part  of  a  syllabus  for  a  prescribed  public  examina�on  that  the  pupil  is  being 

 prepared for at the school; or 
 ❖  Part of religious educa�on 

 ■  Examina�on entry fee(s) if the pupil has not been prepared for the examina�on at BMS; 

 ■  Transport  (other  than  transport  that  is  required  to  take  the  pupil  to  school  or  to  other  premises  where  it 
 is arranged for the pupil to be provided with educa�on) 

 ■  Board and lodging for a pupil on a residen�al visit 

 ■  Extended day services offered to pupils 

 ■  Vocal or music tui�on provided at the request of the students family. 
 No  charges  are  made  in  respect  of  a  pupil  who  is  looked  a�er  by  a  Local  Authority  (by  meaning  of 
 Sec�on 22(I)of the Children Act 1989). 

 Any  charge  made  must  not  exceed  the  actual  cost  of  providing  the  op�onal  extra  ac�vity  (including  the 
 cost of staff who provided the tui�on), divided equally by the number of pupils par�cipa�ng. 

 Par�cipa�on  in  any  op�onal  extra  ac�vity  will  be  on  the  basis  of  the  choice  of  the  parent/carer  with  the 
 understanding of the need to meet the charges. 
 Agreement  from  the  family  member  is  therefore  a  necessary  pre-requisite  for  the  provision  of  an  op�onal 
 extra where charges will be made. 
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 4.  Voluntary Contribu�ons 
 Voluntary contribu�ons can be requested from families on an occasional basis: 

 ■  For  specific  ac�vi�es  including  trips  that  are  connected  to  the  curriculum.  If  the  ac�vity  cannot  take 
 place  without  a  certain  level  of  voluntary  income  then  the  ac�vity  must  be  cancelled,  families  must  be 
 told of this arrangement at the outset. 

 A  Voluntary  contribu�on  may  be  requested  from  families  on  an  annual  basis  towards  a  school  wide  fund 
 for  the  purchase  of  resources  and  materials  required  in  prac�cal  subjects  and  for  an  addi�onal  supply  of 
 texts  in some other subjects. 

 It  should  be  noted  that  this  school  wide  fund  has  been  introduced  to  avoid  individual  students’  families 
 being asked to contribute on a regular basis. 

 No  student  will  be  excluded  from  an  ac�vity,  trip  or  par�cipa�on  in  any  subject  because  of  their  family’s 
 unwillingness or inability to pay 
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 5.  Residen�al Trips 
 Blatchington  Mill  School  o�en  arranges  residen�al  trips  that  are  extracurricular  and  are  charged 
 for in full. 

 ■  The  cost  to  each  student  must  not  exceed  the  total  cost  of  the  trip  (including  essen�al  con�ngency  but 
 such  that  the  school  shall  not  accrue  any  excess  on  the  trip)  divided  equally  by  the  number  of  students 
 a�ending. 

 ■  Families  of  students  who  are  eligible  can  apply  for  a  par�al  remission  on  the  cost  of  a  residen�al  trip 
 based on the principles laid out in sec�on 7. 

 ■  The arrangements for deposits and payment for trips is outlined in the School Trip Policy. 

 ■  When  BMS  informs  parents  about  a  forthcoming  visit,  it  will  make  clear  that  parents  who  can  prove  that 
 they are in receipt of certain benefits will be exempted from paying the cost of board and lodging. 
 Since  April  2003  the  eligibility  criteria  that  en�tle  families  to  an  exemp�on  from  paying  the  cost  of  board 
 and lodging on residen�al visits have been aligned with the Free School Meal eligibility criteria. 
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 6.  Remissions 
 The  head  teacher  or  business  manager  may  decide  not  to  levy  charges  in  respect  of  a  par�cular 
 ac�vity, if it is reasonable in the circumstances which include a student: 

 ■  who is eligible for Free School Meals 

 ■  who is in Care 

 ■  who is Adopted from Care or is a Care Leaver 

 ■  who is the child of a Service Family 

 ■  Whose parent or carer makes a wri�en request for a remission to a specific charge/contribu�on 

 ■  Where there is school knowledge of circumstances which may result in financial hardship 
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