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Welcome Back!

BLATCH NEWS

Diary
Tuesday 1st September
Inset Day 
(school closed for students)
Wednesday 2nd September
Induction Day for Y7 and Y10
Enrolment Day for Sixth Form
Monday 7th September
Y10 Extended Day starts 
from today
Bridge Club, 3.00pm
Tuesday 8th September
Y11 Extended Day starts from today
Y7 Music Demonstration, 8.30am
Thursday 10th September
Y12 Settling In Evening, 
In the Sixth Form, 7pm to 9pm.
Sunday 13th September
30 Years of Blatch, 1pm to 4pm
Monday 14th September
Little Mouth Children’s Choir, 4.30pm
Big Mouth Adults Choir, 4.30pm
Y7 Music Demonstration for 
Parents, Windmill Theatre, 7.30pm
Tuesday 15th September
FAB Meeting, Conference Room, 7pm
Wednesday  16th September
Carnival Dance.4.15pm
Steel Pan Band, 4.15pm
Samba Drumming, 4.15pm
DeciBelles Choir, Westdene Primary 
School, 4.15pm
Thursday 17th September
Yoga for adults, 4pm
Y10 Induction Evening 
in the Windmill Theatre, 6pm
Saturday 19th September
Teenspirit Rock Sessions, 
10am to 12.15pm
Acting Club, 10am to 12pm
Monday 21st September
Y8 HPV Jabs
Tuesday 22nd September
Y10 HPV Jabs
Wednesday 23rd September
Y11 HPV Jabs
Thursday 24th September
Y7 CATS
Friday 25th September
Y7 CATS
Monday 28th September
Y11 Mentoring Launch with parents, in 
the Windmill Theatre, 7pm
Tuesday 29th September
Y7 Humanities Trip to Brighton - 

An enthusiastic welcome back to this 
new school year. I trust you enjoyed the 
summer break and have enjoyed the 
holidays whether here or abroad.
We start the year in a very positive frame 
of mind on the crest of our very good 
GCSE results. We are extremely pleased 
with the outcome and wish all of our year 
11 students well for their next step in their 
journey. We are also pleased with our 6th 
form students’ outcome and are delighted 
that they are all moving successfully 
onto their next stage. We welcome our new 
staff who join us in September (see p2 for 
full list). The school has been extremely 
busy over the summer break and has also 
had major building works too. Your children 
will benefit from better facilities - from newly 
decorated classrooms, refurbished ICT 
rooms, a newly refurbished lab and an 
extension to our dining facility. This 
supports our belief that a learning 
environment fit for the 21st Century is an 
essential pre-requisite to successful 
learning. The ingredients for a successful 
start to this year are all in place and we 
hope our students are ready for the 
challenge they will face this year too. 
- Janet Felkin, Headteacher.
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New Staff
Susan Beach  
Admin Support Officer
Caroline Blencowe 
Administration Support Officer
Janet Challis  
Administrative Assistant
Amanda Hinkley 
Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Eneke   
Class Supervisor
Verity Helyar   
Class Supervisor
Chris Hamilton   
Class Supervisor (2 days)
Samantha Nunn  
Class Supervisor (3 days) and 
Law Teacher (Post 16)
Amanda Brasington  
Head’s PA
Joseph Leggett 
IT Support Technician
Colin Dorman  
Senior IT Technician
Belinda Richardson 
Y7 Learning Development Officer 
Kay Anderson 
Teaching Assistant
Christine Buckle 
Teaching Assistant
Steve Frimpon 
Teaching Assistant
Nicola Howarth 
Teaching Assistant
Gabrielle Mitchell 
Teaching Assistant
Siobhan Murray
Teaching Assistant
Belinda Schreck  
Teaching Assistant
Janice Sherrington 
Teaching Assistant
Zoe Stepney  
Teaching Assistant
Tracey Tulley 
Teaching Assistant, Behaviour 
Emotional Social Difficulties
Grace Howarth  
Tutor Support Officer E2E
Sarah Bullen 
ICT Teacher (NQT)
Sofia MacKenzie-Reid
Teacher SEN  (NQT)
Peter Mowforth  
Boys’ PE Teacher (NQT)
Anna Paluch 
Science Teacher
Phillipa Statham 
Teacher Behaviour Emotional 
Social Difficulties (BESD)
Kelly Sweeney 
Art Teacher with
KS3 Responsibilities
Jane Thatcher 
Geography Teacher (NQT) 

PE Equipment: 

Students in Years 7 and 8 
�  Maroon polo with BMS logo, 
�  Black shorts
�  Black football socks
�  Black tracksuit bottoms or 

Black leggings
�  Black sweatshirt
�  Trainers (boots for rugby / 

football)

Students in Years 9 and 10  
�  Maroon polo with BMS logo, 
�  Black shorts
�  Black tracksuit bottoms or black 

leggings
�  Black sweatshirt
�  Trainers (boots for rugby/football)

Students in Year 11  
Suitable sports clothing appropriate 
for chosen activities.
�  No jewellery 
�  Long hair to be tied up
�  No plimsolls (for health and safety 

reasons)
�  Boots must be worn for rugby
�  Year 11 kit - combat trousers or 

Bermuda shorts are not allowed
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All students study Food Technology for half a year in Key Stage 3. 
It is also offered as a GCSE and A level option. 

Please support your child by having the 
following items at home:
�  An accurate set of kitchen scales
�  Measuring spoons and a 

measuring jug
�  A large plastic box (named) for 

students so they can bring
ingredients to school and take their  cooked food home.

Encourage your child to help and cook at home, 
including clearing up! 
- Mrs C Whitby and Mr J Stone, Food Tech Dept.

Work Ethic for Autumn: 
Bring the right equipment for lessons
Each term we have a focus on a particular work ethic. Last year the focus 
was on “Meeting deadlines ” and “Punctuality to lessons ”, supporting our 
students in meeting the highest expectations in both these areas. This 
Autumn term the Work Ethic focus is on “Bringing the correct equipment 
to lessons ”. This is another crucial area that supports students in achieving 
their potential, and informs us all about how well our students have planned 
for their learning day. Specific subjects may also have extra equipment that 
they will advise their students about. Thank you for your support in helping 
all our students to become outstanding learners. 
- Mr N Wergen, Assistant Head, Student Learning.

Students are expected to have 
the following equipment with 
them for lessons: 
�  Pen and a spare pen 
�  Pencil and spare pencil / 

sharpener
�  Ruler
�  Rubber
�  Colouring pencils
�  Calculator
�  Pair of compasses
�  Homework diary
�  Appropriate sized school bag, big 

enough to carry books / folders 
�  Books or folders needed for the 

school day

The following items should not 
be seen in school:
X No mobile phones to be used. They 
must not be visible or audible during 
the school day. 
X No MP3 players or other electronic 
devices to be used on school site.
X No skateboards or scooters to be 
brought into school.
Any of these items used incorrectly  

will be confiscated immediately
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Students in Years 7 and 8
�  Maroon V neck with BMS logo. 
�  School tie (all students).
�  White shirt with collar 

(not polo shirt).
�  Black trousers or skirt.
�  Black shoes (not trainers).
Students in Years 9 and 10
�  Maroon sweatshirt with BMS 

logo, over white polo shirt with 
BMS logo.

�  Black  trousers or skirt.
��� �  Black shoes (not trainers).

Students in Year 11
�  Y11 uniform to be worn from 

Summer term in Y10 onwards.
�  Sweatshirt of a colour chosen by 

the majority of students in the 
Year Group over white polo shirt 
with BMS logo.

�  Black  trousers or skirt.
�  Black shoes (not trainers).�$�E�R�Y�H�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P

The following are not school 
uniform and are not allowed:

�  Denim jeans or combat trousers
�  Shorts (tailored or otherwise) or 

any trousers other than full length
�  Boots
�  Trainers or plimsolls (change of 
    footwear needed for PE, should
    be trainers or appropriate boots)
�  Patterned tights
�  Hoodies (with or without zips). 
�  Studded or coloured belts. 
�  Extreme hair colours or cuts.
�  No outer garments, scarves, or 
    gloves to be worn in lessons
�  Only Blatch uniform and a coat is 
    allowable. No other sweaters or
    cardigans are allowed
�  Coat hoods or hats not to be 

worn on school premises.

Year 7 and 8 visit Normandy in June
We have just returned from the French trip to la Maison de la Varenne in 
Normandy. We travelled through the channel on the Euro Tunnel and 
drove through scenic landscapes until we reached la Maison de la 
Varenne, a typically French converted barn situated in the idyllic French 
countryside. The food gave us a taste of the local produce as well as 
some home comforts. We explored the village nearby, Arques-la-Bataille, 
and embarked on several excursions. We visited a cheese farm and 
learned how to make cheese whilst improving our French. We also 
visited Dieppe, a port town, where we enjoyed a look in the shops before 
having a picnic while admiring the sea views. We went to Rouen, a 
beautifully ornate town on the Seine, which was where Joan of Arc was 
burned at the stake. The best excursion was to Paris, where we enjoyed 
the breathtaking views across the city from the Eiffel Tower before a 
coach tour to see the sights including the Arc du Triomphe, the Louvre 
and the Champs-Élysées. Overall the trip gave us a better understanding 
of the French culture and language, as well as being great fun! 
- Michael Goodman, Harry Roberts and Patrick Colemen, Y9.

Ski Trip to Zillertal, Austria
2nd to 10th April 2010

Open to Y7-Y10 and Sixth Form
Includes coach and ferry travel, full 
board, six full days skiing, four 
hours of ski school tuition plus 

supervised skiing sessions, ski, 
boot and helmet hire, lift pass, 
comprehensive insurance and

evening entertainments.
Deposits are non returnable 

unless another eligible student can 
be found to take your place. 
See Mr Coups for details.

Year 8 Maths in Paris Trip 
Students had to complete a workbook set by the Maths department based 
on the visits and travel to and around Paris. The trip centred on the visit to 
the Maths exhibition at "La Cité�des Sciences et de l'Industrie" at the 
stunning La Villette museum, which focuses on secondary (and above) 
students.  We all found the Maths exhibits to be very informative and 
hands on with physical experiments proving the Maths theories shown.  
See photos of the modernist architecture on the Portal School Galleries. 
After La Villette we drove across central Paris taking in the sights and 
climbed the Eiffel tower, yes all 688 steps to the second floor and then a lift 
to the third floor! The views across Paris were amazing. To round the day 
off we dined in a French restaurant. On day 3 we visited Disneyland Paris. 
A fantastic day much enjoyed by the students - Mr H Burdick, ICT Dept.
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All parents and carers are automatically 
members of Friends at Blatch. However, 
you can be part of the school community 
and meet other enthusiastic parents by 
becoming an active member of FAB. 

Contact Jacquie Stevens, FAB 
Secretary: j.stevens468@btinternet.com 
to find out how you can be part of FAB.

Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday 15th September  at 7pm in the 
Conference Room, West Wing. 
All parents and carers are welcome! 
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Last year FAB hosted a very successful salsa evening in 
October, led by professional Brazilian Salsa teachers. Next 
on the agenda was ‘helping save the planet’ by recycling 
broken and unwanted jewellery from students and staff which 
raised over £200. Our third Golf Event in June, open to 
parents, students and staff, was fully subscribed and raised 
an amazing £300 with generous support from Legal & 
General. FAB were pleased to provide hospitality at various 
school productions, and adding to the buzz of ‘singalong / 
dressup’ evenings with bar, raffle and hot food. All funds 
raised are ploughed back into the School, spread across the 
whole curriculum. However, FAB are not just about 
fundraising. Our meetings are held once a half term, and 
involve discussion on all manner of things which might affect 
the school and our children’s education. This term, look out 
for our next meeting on Tuesday 15th September, Family 
Quiz on Friday 2nd October and the Jewellery Recycling 
Scheme will run again this Autumn. 

�$�E�R�Y�H�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���I�X�O�O�\���E�R�R�N�H�G���R�X�W���)�$�%���J�R�O�I���H�Y�H�Q�W

Boy and Girl of the Form
Form Boy   Girl
HB Oliver Turvey  Hebe Smith
PS Charlie Byard  Avia Jay
GL Marwen Derouiche Rebecca West
JA Connor Clark.  Meral Alizada
CS Harry  Goldslade   Camille Burton
MT/ZB Isaac Squires  Freya Bolingbroke
HY Miles Healy  Millie Millington
BM Joe Conroy  Georgia Jenkins
VA  Jack O’Shea  Nook Green
NP  Joe Williams  Lucy miles
RW Ethan Berry  Zoe Harmer

Boy of the Year:
Joe Conroy, 7BM
Girl of the Year: 
Emily Cary, 7PS
Sarah Jones 
Award:
Katrina Picknell, 7HY
Sports Boy 
of the Year: 
Joe Morley, MT/ZB
Sports Girl 
of the Year:
Freya Bolingbroke 
7MT/ZB

Year 7 Record of Achievement

Interform Results
1st Position with 840 points = MT/ZB
2nd position with 830 points = GL
In 3rd position with  800 points = BM

Well done to all students! See a full 
list of Year 7 ROA awards on the 
Portal - Mr J King

Welcome to the 
new school year
Welcome to all those of you who are new to 
the school.  The support we receive from our 
parents is invaluable, and the partnership 
arrangements we enjoy ensures that students 
have the appropriate support throughout their 
time with us. The Governing Body are a group 
of volunteers who work hard to offer an 
environment where staff are supported and 
students can achieve their very best.
You can contact the Governors by letter 
addressed to the Clerk to the Governors, 
Mark Brunet. I am confident that your 
youngster will have every opportunity to enjoy 
their time at ‘Blatch’ and they will be given 
every encouragement to reach their potential.
Jenny Barnard-Langston, Chair of Governors.
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How to Enrol:  Download an application from the Performing Arts website or the Portal
More information:  from Ms C Taylor, Community Arts Manager Tel:  (01273) 736 244 Email:  ctaylor@blatchingtonmill.org.uk

Your first session is FREE! All Monday to Friday classes are £2 per session or £25 for the whole term. All Saturday classes are 
£60 per term per session. Tutors are fully CRB-checked and are trained arts facilitators. All clubs take place at Blatch except for 
DeciBelles at Westdene Primary School Hall and Brighton Youth Theatre at Hangleton Youth Centre, Northease Drive, Hove. 

All Blatch clubs start week beginning Monday 14th September.
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Blatchington Mill School, Nevill Avenue, Hove, BN3 7BW
Tel: (01273) 736 244, Fax: (01273) 739 615

office@blatchingtonmill.org.uk  www.blatchingtonmill.org.uk

In association with 

Cleaning Assistants Needed
For a wide range of general light classroom cleaning duties, some occasional lifting.

This is TERM TIME + 5 WEEKS, 12.5 hours per week or by negotiation. 
5.4 weeks paid holiday a year. Salary range from £6.55 to £7.93 per hour.

Be part of a friendly team in a happy, successful school.
Contact the Business Manager (01273) 206947 or office@blatchingtonmill.org.uk

Is your teenager
�  Yelling at you?  
�  Calling you names? 
�  Hitting you? 
�  Threatening to hurt you, themselves or others? 
�  Stealing your money or damaging your possessions? 
�  Beyond control, violent or defiant?  
You are not alone ...
About 4-10% of parents  experience some form of abuse from their children.

Help is at hand: 
We are running an exciting new programme for young people and parents 
called Break4Change, especially designed to help you reclaim respect and calm 
in your family. The 12 week group starts on Wednesday 30th September 2009 
at 6.00pm to 8.00pm  at a central location in Brighton. Attendance to the 
programme is free, but there are limited spaces so registration is required. 
Contact your child's key worker or your social worker if you have one. 
More details available on the school website or school portal. 
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Building works - making the school a better place for everyone
Over the summer there has been a lot of work on improving facilities and buildings around the school. The most notable being 
the extension of the East Wing Hall which will give us more space and seating with better seats and tables. This will not only be 
a dining area but will also be an extended learning zone for the RIC and independent learning. The extension will be complete 
this term. Much of the West Wing roof and the kitchen roof has been replaced, a new hot and cold water system has been 
installed in East Wing (funded by the Local Authority) and the West Wing boys toilets have been revamped and now include an 
extra disabled loo. Students will now have more modern, modular and private cubicles, something which we hope to roll out 
through the school in due course. The school electrical supply will be upgraded to prevent power failures over the winter and 
heating systems have been replaced in various locations. You may not notice that drains and gutters have been cleared 
however it is the small but essential maintenance that make the difference during severe weather. We are constructing a new 
media room in R13 and turning E2 into a dedicated IT classroom. Room M132 has new heating and the lab in R30 has been 
improved and many classrooms have been redecorated. In the midst of continuous work over the summer, we have still been 
host to the Albion football road show, Teenspirit Summer School, Earwig’s summer school, Sussex Archery Club, Stagecoach 
Theatre School and various other football clubs, community groups and the local cheerleaders! Thank you to all the staff who 
worked hard over the summer holidays. We look forward to welcoming you back to a bigger and brighter school, which we will 
continue to improve over the coming years - Mr M Brunet, Business Manager
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Measles Update 
You may be aware of an outbreak 
of measles in Brighton and Hove. 
However, there have not been any 
reported cases of measles at 
Blatch recently, but the risk 
remains. Although MMR is 
supposed to be given to under 
school age children, it is 
appropriate (and works) for any 
age. However it should not be 
given to those with compromised 
immune systems, allergies to 
gelatin or neomycin or pregnant 
women. Because of the MMR 
vaccine, there have been no 
measles fatalities since 1992 and 
out mumps and rubella are nearly 
wiped out. Advice from the NHS 
and the Local Authority is that 
parents should get their children 
vaccinated if they have not been - 
it is never too late. Read catch-up 
programme at 
www.immunisation.nhs.uk./
Vaccines/MMR/
Having_the_vaccination/
MMR_catchup_programme 


