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Exam Time

BLATCH NEWS

Diary
Friday 1st May to
Thursday 14th May 
MFL Speaking exams
Friday 1st May  
FAB Quiz rescheduled until 
Autumn Term
Saturday 2nd May
Children’s Parade,
10.30am from Sydney St
Quad Art Gallery Workshop
Monday 4th May  
Bank Holiday - School closed
Thursday 5th May
Y8 Parents Evening
Saturday 9th May
Quad Art Gallery Workshop
Monday 11th May   
Summer exams timetable begins
Millstones singing auditions in C17
Monday 11th May and 
Tuesday 12th May   
A2 Art exams
Thursday 14th May  
Y8 visit to Thorpe Park
Thursday 14th and 
Friday 15th May  
Y10 Art exams
Friday 15th May   
Y10 English visit to the Globe
AS Drama production
Saturday 16th May  
D of E Bronze practice
Quad Art Gallery Workshop
Monday 18th May and 
Tuesday 19th  
AS Art exams
Thursday 21st May 
Y11 Leavers Assembly
Friday 22nd May  
Y11 Record of Achievement
Monday 25th May to 
Friday 29th May
Half Term - school closed
Sunday 31st May
Strictly Tea Dancing at the Windmill

We are now moving into a very pressurised time for our examination 
students. We have been most impressed with the way they are managing their 
workload during this time. The students are taking their preparation for these exams 
very seriously and I was very pleased to note that the attendance at the Easter 
Revision classes was the highest ever - in fact we had to put on more classes to 
satisfy the demand. 

The final day of term saw Blatchington Mill hosting an incredible range of training for 
staff across the city. It was very well received and supported our belief that quality 
training provides for a high quality staff and we were delighted that we were able to 
share so much of our best practice. 

Our Year 10 students have now completed their examination period and I was 
impressed with their attitude during this taxing time and I look forward to their results 
as I am sure they and you are.

We have also seen the Duke of Edinburgh Silver award expedition take to the hills 
this month – many thanks to Ms Burn and her team for supporting this award, 
dedicating evenings and weekends to the students’ achievement. Another type of 
achievement could be witnessed at the Concorde 2 for “Teenspirit”. It was a delight 
to see so many bands playing to a sell-out crowd on Saturday 25th. Well done to 
those budding artistes and a big thank you to staff who supported so expertly 
throughout the evening.

The month of May includes a Year 8 parents evening, Year 9 assessments, Year 11 
Record of Achievement and many more events where we will be meeting with you. 
The month ends with a week of half term and will also mark the end of a very busy 
time once again - Janet Felkin.

Half Term
School closes at 3.00pm on Friday 22nd May for Half Term

School re-opens for second half of Summer Term on 
Monday 1st June at 8.30am (Warning Bell 8.25pm)

Flower for a Friend
Well done to Charlotte Soffe and friends 
who raised a fantastic £1519.75 for the 

Anthony Nolan Trust at the 
Flower for a Friend variety show.
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Message from 
the Chair
When we came back to school in 
the summer we wasted no time in 
putting energy into school activities 
and preparation for future events.
There are a number of initiatives 
happening for schools right now 
not least the 14 – 19 agenda and 
the introduction of an increased 
range of qualifications for students 
to select, including the Diplomas.
We already work closely with our 
feeder primary schools and have 
extended opportunities for the 6th 
Form to take up subjects at Hove 
Park whilst remaining a member of 
Blatch6. In the spirit of greater 
collaboration and partnership the 
Governors recently hosted a joint 
Hove Governors briefing on the 
14-19 agenda where our 
Headteacher, who chairs the 14-19 
partnership board for the city, 
presented the current and future 
range of opportunities for students. 
Governors from Hove Park, PCC 
and Newman joined with 
Blatchington Mill Governors for 
what proved to be an informative 
evening and promises to be the 
first of many more collaborative 
events. I hope that you have taken 
the opportunity to see the new 
facility for teaching catering at 
Blatch. This facility will not only be 
used by Blatch students but will 
also be extended to the 
community.  
We were pleased the President 
Elect of the NAHT chose to visit 
the school during the NAHT 
conference in the City and that he 
took the opportunity to enjoy lunch 
and visit the new catering facility.
I can report that he was “very 
impressed”.

Jenny Barnard-Langston,
Chair of Governors

School News
Maths is no challenge for our students
156 students took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge in February. Eight students 
received a gold certificate, 34 received silver and 40 received a bronze 
certificate - a record number for the school. The highest marks were achieved by 
Catherine Goodsell, Y11, Jake Kelly, Y10 and Charlie Johnson, Y9. Well done! 
The IMC is a national maths competition with over a quarter of a million entries each 
year. It is a 25 question multiple choice paper focusing on problem solving skills and an 
ability to apply mathematical techniques in unfamiliar contexts. You can find out more at  
www.mathcomp.leeds.ac.uk - Mr T Avery, Maths Dept.

Students improvise with Noise Next Door
30 Y7 and Y8 students took part in a workshop hosted by visiting theatre company The 
Noise Next Door. They had great morning learning skills in comedy and 
spontaneous improvisation. They then spent the day rehearsing their own comedy 
material that was performed to parents and friends in showcase. The event was a real 
success and saw students inviting suggestions from the audience as they were 
performing - improvisation at its best! Congratulations to all students that took part.
- Ms N Field, Drama Dept. More info at www.thenoisenextdoor.co.uk

�$�E�R�Y�H�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�V�H���Z�L�W�K���1�R�L�V�H���1�H�[�W���'�R�R�U

Primary schools make maths fun
The second half of the Spring Term featured weekly maths master classes 
run by Mr Milham for 16 specially selected pupils from three of Blatch’s 
feeder schools: West Hove, St Andrews and Somerhill. The 16 pupils, all in 
Years 3 and 4, engaged in a series of mathematical activities including 
paper airplane throwing, storytelling and woodlouse racing.  A good time 
was had by all. Thanks to our own Y8 helpers: Luke Stanger, Heb Bailey, 
Joe Entwistle, Shannon O’Sullivan, Amy Murray and Katie Leighton. And 
last but not least, thank you to the staff of the 3 schools who gave up their 
time to support this activity. - Mr D Milham, Maths Dept.

�5�L�J�K�W�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���:�H�V�W���+�R�Y�H�����6�W���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���D�Q�G���6�R�P�H�U�K�L�O�O���D�W���%�O�D�W�F�K
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Every Saturday during the Brighton Festival, Blatchington Mill School will open 
the Quad space/ Windmill Theatre as an Arts Exhibition and Performance Space. 
It will be open from 2pm – 5pm with hourly art workshops for young people, mu-
sic, visual art and drama performances, plus a café serving delicious tea and 
cakes!
Drop-in Art Workshops at the Quad Gallery
As part of the Quad Gallery which will be open every Saturday during the 
Brighton Festival, there will be hourly art workshops for young people led by local 
artists. No need to book - just turn up and join in!

Saturday 2nd May 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Art Workshops with Allsorts’ Artist Emma Welsh (£3.00)

Saturday 9th May 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Ballroom dancing with Dorothy’s Shoes in the Windmill Theatre 
from 2.00pm – 5.30pm (£8.00)
Photography Workshops with Artist Lindsay Smith (£3.00)

Saturday 16th May 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Hangleton & Knoll Project: Visual art/ drama performance. 
Printing Workshops with Artist Hazel Welch (£3.00)

Saturday 23rd May 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
4pm Brighton Youth Theatre Performances: Live theatre piece
Badge-making workshops with Artist Lindsay Smith (£3.00)

Every Saturday in May:
Art Exhibition with work from Elm Grove School, Goldstone Primary, 
Somerhill School, Artichoke Art Group, Blatchington Mill School.

WE NEED A BUGGY!
Do you have a car seat style buggy in 

good condition? Could you donate it for 
a very good cause?

The Child Development Dept. are very 
fortunate to own a virtual baby. Y11 
students are able to care for her at home 
for a weekend but our buggy has  nearly 
given up! If you can help, please contact 
Mrs M Bedford on ext 249 or email  
mbedford@blatchingtonmill.org.uk. We will 
be happy to collect the buggy from you.


�������������������������
��������

Friday 22nd May 
The Hove Centre 

Starting 2pm sharp 

Tickets are on sale for parents and guests 
from the Box Office, West Wing Reception 

during break time.

Sixth Form life is a 
Soap Opera
A screening of two new soap opera 
extracts - filmed, edited and starring 
Y13 BMS Media Studies students - was 
held in Blatch 6 on Wednesday 22nd 
April. The two shows, Sussex Heights 
and The Wick, received a very positive 
audience response. Feedback recorded 
by Media students included: 
"compelling", "atmospheric" and "the 
editing and pace were something I'd 
expect from a professional soap." 
Audience comments like this will assist 
the group in completing their 3000 word 
Critical Evaluations! Media Studies 
students Ollie Coyle, Jack Priestley, 
Jenny Milner, Luke Knight, Kyle 
Needham and Laura Egan worked as 
two impressive teams in the 
organisation and execution of their 
projects - Mr J King, Media Dept.

�¯�6�X�P�P�H�U���+�H�L�J�K�W�V�°�������D���6�L�[�W�K���)�R�U�P���V�R�D�S

Visit the Gifted and Talented site on the 
portal for information on Gifted and 
Talented courses, residential trips and 
useful links. Click on the Gifted and 
Talented on the Portal Homepage (left 
hand navigation bar). You will need a 
login for the portal. To request your 
portal account details, email 
portal@blatchingtonmill.org.uk

Gifted 
and 
Talented

Bangers and Mash
Gifted and Talented dance students are 
taking part in Bangers and Mash, a 
collaborative project with the Hofesh 
Schecter Dance Company. Students 
gave up their Easter break to 
participate in an intensive rehearsal 
process. The piece will be performed at 
Brighton Dome on Sunday 17th May. 
It is free so please come along and 
support them! - Ms Legon, Dance Dept.
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You could gain nationally recognised 
qualifications in: 
�  Developing Team Work Skills
�  Developing Audio Production Skills
�  Developing Speaking and Listening Skills 
�  Me and the Wider World 

Subjects include 
�  Self Management 
�  Your Rights and Responsibilities 
�  Handling Relationships 
�  Interview skills
�  Research and Using Information 
�  Plus we have a weekly session on Food and 

Nutrition with the Brighton and Hove 
Food Partnership. 

You could: 
�  Produce a Podcast
�  Record interviews with friends, the public or even 

local bands and celebrities.
�  Design posters to promote your show and write 

your blog on our website. 

During the 10 weeks you will have the opportunity to 
develop new skills in research and communication, 
teamwork and timekeeping. Boost your creativity, 
motivation and organisational skills, gain more 
independence and confidence. 

Places are limited so contact us now!
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Left: e2e student 
interviews the 
artist manager at 
Komedia

Right:  Learn 
skills that will get 
you into 
education or 
employment
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News from the RIC

Healthy Living 

Well done to the winners of the 
RIC Book Amnesty:

Jack Goring 8NA
Jade Beckles-Varga 10KH 

Kelly Summesett 12VB
Mason Abberley 8JL

Lots of new books!
We have bought lots of lovely new 
books! Please encourage your 
children to come and read them. 
They can borrow two books at a 
time from the RIC.

Do you have these 
magazines?
Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, 
Wallpaper, ID, The Face, Q, 
WebUser, iCreate, Photography, 
Geographical, Time, Prospect, 
Sussex Life... 
If you buy glossy magazines and 
then discard or recycle them, why 
not give them to the RIC for our 
students and staff to read?

The RIC 
recommends

Reading isn’t only in books, 
it’s everywhere!

Making vegetarian choices
A representative from the Vegetarian Society talked to Y10 Food Technology 
groups about animal welfare, vegetarian choices and options, along with nutritional 
and health pros and cons. The students the participated in large scale production 
systems to produce a range of healthy and nutritious dishes, using locally sourced 
and seasonal ingredients.

Students test new products with Tesco
Food Technology have also invited Tesco Product Development Team to talk about 
their role to GCSE and AS students. This involved discussing the stages of new 
product development from initial concepts to formation of ideas, testing and market 
research. This included the role of nutritionists, economists, photography and 
promotion. The students tested a range of new products and evaluated them 
against rival manufacturers and other supermarkets - Mr J Stone, Food Technology

A gutting experience
A local restaurant chef, who also works with City 
College and Falmer High School, demonstrated 
how to fillet gilthead bream. The students were 
somewhat worried about the cutting off of the head 
and tail and the skills involved in filleting the fish 
and removing bones. They cooked the fish en 
papillote with kaffer leaves, galangal and lemon 
grass. All worked expertly and produced a 
wonderful meal, served with a fragrant stir fry of 
udon noodles, bok choi, coriander leaf and 
beansprouts in a black bean, chilli and ginger 
sauce.            �5�L�J�K�W�����O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���I�L�O�O�H�W���J�L�O�W�K�H�D�G���E�U�H�D�P

6th Formers are Level 2 in Food Safety
We invited a local EHO (Environmental Health Officer) to talk to the Sixth Form 
about the role of the EHO within the community. The students asked a variety of 
questions regarding Food Safety, made all the more relevant by them having 
recently passed the CIEH (Charted Institute of Environmental Health) qualification: 
Level 2 Food safety in Catering. He discussed the legal aspects and responsibilities 
of the Food Industry, with some horrific case histories of local establishments!

Bike-It 
Cycle
Track 
Training Sessions
As part of our increasing range of 
cycling activities at Blatch, Y7 
cyclists are participating in Friday 
night track training sessions at the 
Preston Park Velodrome. Sessions 
are run by British Cycling qualified 
coaches from the VC Jubilee Cycle 
Club - recognised as one the best 
youth clubs in the South East. 
Students have rated the sessions 10 
out of 10. For only £1 they are 
provided with a track bike and over 
two hours coaching.

These bicycles have no brakes and 
only one gear. They also have no 
freewheel so you cannot stop 
pedaling!  Despite all this Blatch 
students excelled in their first few 
track sessions.

VC Jubilee CC will also be training 
Blatch cyclists in off-road and MTB 
skills.  These Saturday sessions held 
at Adur Leisure Centre will start 
shortly.

Any questions about cycling and Bike 
It Club, please see Mr Burdick. 
Email: 
hburdick@blatchingtonmill.org.uk
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Blatchington Mill School, Nevill Avenue, Hove, BN3 7BW
Tel: (01273) 736 244, Fax: (01273) 739 615

office@blatchingtonmill.org.uk  www.blatchingtonmill.org.uk

In association with 

Blatchington Mill is delighted to be hosting the SIMS in Action Day for 30 secondary schools on Wednesday 6th May. Online 
reporting is an exciting opportunity for schools to engage with parents and pupils in a way that will never have been done 
before. Now only four terms until the government expects all secondary schools to report this way. Blatchington Mill is already 
meeting the expectations through Microsoft’s SharePoint and the SIMS Learning Gateway Technologies.
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8 Week Parenting Programme
We are running a short course for parents covering

Communication - Encouraging appropriate behaviour 
Managing problem behaviour - Dealing with risky behaviour

Wednesday 6 th  May 
Introduction / Information Session 

6.30pm – 7.45pm
The Training Room, Blatchington Mill School 

Group programme:  
Wednesday 13th May   6pm – 9pm  Group session
Wednesday 20th May   6pm – 9pm  Group session
Wednesday 27th May   6pm – 9pm  No group (half term)
Wednesday 3rd June   6pm – 9pm  Group session
Wednesday 10th June   6pm – 9pm  Group session
Wednesday 17th June to  Telephone calls weekly for three weeks
Wednesday 1st July   
Wednesday 8th July   6pm – 9pm   Final group session

For more information and to book your place, please contact
Ian Smith (07813) 805 994 or ismith@blatchingtonmill.org.uk

Tracey Holder (07825) 862 589 or tracey.holder@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

 It’s FREE! The only thing it will cost is your time
   
   Visit:  www.triplep.net
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