Half Term
School closes at 3.00pm on Friday 13 February.
School re-opens for second half of Spring Term on
Monday 23 February at 8.30am (Warning Bell 8.25pm).

Focus on futures

Our students are very focused on their individual futures at the
moment. Year 11 students have received their GCSE mock results and are
now aware of how much they need to do to secure their GCSE grades in
the summer and year 9 are considering their Key Stage 4 programme
choices as a result of Option time. We are pleased that the students are
taking their learning seriously and are able to feel more influential in their
own personal progress. This will be then shared with you at the Student
Review Day on February 10th and we look forward to meeting with you
again. This doesn't apply to Year 11 parents as you have already met with
us and | was very pleased to see so many take this opportunity at the
recent Parents Evening.
Gifted and Talented - we are delighted to inform you that we have now
been appointed as a lead school for Gifted and Talented by the Specialist
Schools and Academies Trust (SSAT). This will naturally allow us to
prepare for our gifted and talented students in greater depth and breadth;
an opportunity we are going to take full advantage of. We will also be able
to support our wider community with our plans via other schools and our
families.
We also hosted a SSAT conference to share good practice for encouraging
Arts in the Community. This was well received and considered as a high
profile event for the South East. Many thanks to Cicely Taylor (our
Community Arts Officer) and James Russell for ensuring its success.
February marks the end of the first half term and we look forward to the
Upper School Production “Back to the 80s” and the skiing trip during the
half term week itself.
| therefore wish you a good break in the knowledge that the second half
term will be just as fulfilling and busy.

Janet Felkin

Page 2: Holocaust survivor's
shocking life story

e 7

DG

wd WE TOTALLY AWESOME MUSICAL!

Page 3: Community Arts Clubs
Places still available for
children and adults.

Page 8: Brighton district cross
country championship results

BLATCH NEWS

Diary

Monday 2 - Friday 6 February

Book Fair in the RIC

National Storytelling Week

Monday 2 February

Y11 trip to Poetry Live

Y7 Grease auditions

Tuesday 3 February

Y8 Grease auditions

Wednesday 3 February

Back to the 80's,

7.30pm, Windmill Theatre
Thursday 5 February

Intermediate Maths Challenge (Y9-11)
Y9 Auditions for Grease

Back to the 80's,

7.30pm, Windmill Theatre*

*Special Sing-along and

fancy dress performance

Friday 6 February

Progress Checks issued

Back to the 80’s,

7.30pm, Windmill Theatre

Saturday 7 February

Teenspirit Auditions, Windmill Theatre
Sunday 8 February

Teenspirit Auditions, Windmill Theatre
Monday 9 February

Try Breakfast Club free!

Tuesday 10 February

Sixth Form Profiles issued

Student Review Day

Dance Trip: Henri Oguik
Wednesday 11 February

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Night Hike
Friday 13 February

School closes at 3.00pm

for Half Term

Ski Trip Y7/ 8/ 9 and 10 (all week)
Monday 23 - Friday 27

February

Y10 Study Skills Week

Friday 20 February

Sun and Moon Cabaret

Saturday 21 February

Sun and Moon Cabaret

Thursday 26 February

Fashion Show

Friday 27 February

Y10 Food Hygiene exam

Historical Fiction Competition deadline
Closing date for MasterChef entries




School News

Holocaust survivor’s shocking life story

by Robert Mill, Year 9

On Wednesday 15 January Harry
Bibring, Holocaust survivor, visited
some of the gifted and talented History
students to talk about his life in Nazi
Austria and the events of the
Holocaust. It was very interesting and
everyone enjoyed it.

First of all he gave us a background
on his life as a child. He told us about
his family, 2 parents and an older
sister, and also about his love of ice
skating. He then told us about his life
at school and how he wasn't very well
behaved but scraped through a test to
go to a grammar school! He then
explained how every summer he
would go into the country and go
swimming, as his family were quite
well off as his father owned a large
store in Vienna. After that he shocked
us by telling us about how life changed
when the Nazis took control of Austria.
He told us how the school was closed
to Jewish people, and then the ice
skating rink was closed to him as he
was a Jew- even though he had gone
here since the age of five. He told the
horrible story of the Kristallnacht +DUU\ %LEULQJ
(“Night of Broken Glass”) when the Germans and Austrian Nazis burned and
destroyed 267 synagogues, killed 100 people, smashed 7,500 Jewish stores
(including his father’s store) and incarcerated nearly 30,000 Jews in concentration
camps. His father was beaten and his family put under “house arrest.”

Then he moved onto the tale of how his family tried to move out of Austria to China
but to get boat tickets they had to sell jewellery. When they got the money it was
stolen by a pick-pocket. Just when all hope was lost the Kinder-transport came into
Effect. His parents got two tickets for him and his sister to travel with other Jewish
children to Britain. He told about catching the kinder transport train and making his
way to England, where he was taken in by a family that spoke no German and
Harry spoke no English. But Harry still managed to have a brilliant life in England.
He got a good job due to his own hard work and spending fourteen years in night
school getting two degrees!

It was very interesting and raised awareness among the students of the Holocaust
and about racism in general. He inspired many of the students and we hope he will
visit again next year. | would like to thank the teachers for setting up his visit.

University students mentor Year 11

Welcome to our undergraduate student mentors from the University of
Sussex who are joining us for a few hours every week this term to help
mentor a select group of Year 11 students. This is a new initiative to help
pupils improve their performance, raise their aspirations and increase their
self-confidence. In addition, the university students gain invaluable
voluntary experience with coaching young people - Ms S Pinnick

Partnerships

We started the New Year with the
news that the school has been
awarded yet another Specialism —
‘Gifted and Talented’. We
congratulate the staff team for their
dedication to constant improvement
and this latest recognition will
enable us to further concentrate on
the particular needs of those who
need to be further stretched.

The hard work of the students and
the dedication of the staff have
been further rewarded by the news
that Blatchington Mill is now rated
the ‘top state school in Brighton and
Hove’ for its pass rate in the GCSE
Examinations.

Being in close proximity to our
neighbouring schools offers
opportunities that we have yet to
explore. We already have links with
the sixth form and we intend to
develop links with the governing
bodies — there is so much that we
can learn from each other to the
benefit of the students.

We are always looking for ways to
further strengthen and develop our
relationship between you the

+ R O R Paseis\ang sareys ang the school.

There is already a great partnership
between the school and parents
through FAB. If you would like to
share the strategic work that
governors do, you don't have to
wait for parent vacancies on the
governing body. If you have
particular skill that you think will
assist us you can join as an
associate governor and it can be
time limited if working towards a
particular piece of work. Contact me
through the school if you are
interested.

Jenny Barnard-Langston,
Chair of Governors
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Interreg Exchange Visit

Lycée Les Bruyeres, Rouen, France
December 2008

* *
* 4 *

As part of a Joint Educational
Futures Project with Hove Park,
some of our Blatch 6 students
took part in the very first
exchange to Rouen in December
2008.

The idea behind the project is to
give students from both England
and France the opportunity to
experience the different ways in
which students study in both
countries. During their stay the
students were able to take part in
various lessons in both the
schools and also see the different
ways that each country celebrates
Christmas, as well as the different
foods.

%ODWFK VWXGHQ
RXWVLGH WKH

Upcoming Trips

Yrll Poetry Live

Dance — Henri Oguike

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Night Hike
Dance — Jasmin Vardimon

Y10 Tate Britain

Monday 2nd February
Tuesday 10th February
Wednesday 11th February
Monday 16th March
Thursday 19th March

WW1 Trenches 21st March
Yr8 ICT Thorpe Park 14th May
Yr8 Blood Brothers 4th June

Yr10 Interreg Exchange 22nd-26th March

All your own work?

The English department have noted that plagiarism of GCSE coursework is on the
increase. This concerns years 10 and 11 in particular and reflects an increase in
plagiarism nationally. Your son / daughter’s coursework is an important part of their
GCSE coursework for language and for literature, making up 40% of their English
GCSE marks and 30% of their Literature GCSE marks. Exam board guidance
clearly states that any student found to have plagiarised coursework (e.g.. submit-
ting another person’s work as if it were the candidate’s own) could result in “the
candidate being barred from entering for one or more examinations for a set period
of time.” If your son / daughter’s teacher suspects plagiarism they will try to work out
where the work came from. If a source cannot be found, but the teacher still
suspects plagiarism, then the student may need to provide a similar piece of
coursework in exam conditions. The two pieces would then be compared. | hope
you understand that we must be vigilant on this to avoid jeopardising a student’s
entry for English and other exams.

Mr A Breckenridge, Curriculum Team Leader for English

News from the Rl

Book Fair @ the RIC

The School Book Fair will be in the
RIC from Friday 30 January to
Friday 6 February 2009. We will
have lots of exciting new fiction
books, posters and fun stationery
for sale. All commission on Book
Fair sales is used to buy new books
for the RIC library.

Staff Favourite

Books Competition

Our Spring Term competition this
year is linked to National
Storytelling Week (31st January to
7th February). Match teachers
names with their favourite books.
Pick up an entry form in the RIC.
Closing date 9th February.

Buy your stationery

from the RIC

Students can now buy stationery
essentials from the RIC during the
school day. A full range of
stationery is available in the
School Shop.

Come on in!

The RIC is open and staffed from
8.00am to 4.00pm daily. Your
children are always welcome to
come in and do their homework,
read or borrow a book.

Gems Reunited

FAB Jewellery
Recycling Scheme

Have you unwanted or broken
jewellery and watches (costume,
wooden, Claire's Accessories, etc.) or
any discarded mobile phones? Bring
your items to West Wing Admin Office.

You could win an MP3 player!

Closing date extended to
Friday 13 February

Key Stage 4 Options
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arts colleges

Weekly Children’s
Performing Arts Clubs
Open to any child in Brighton
& Hove

Places still available!
Contact for details
Little Mouth Children’s Choir
For 7 to 11 year olds.

A fun, free way to learn

and perform songs of all
kinds, from musicals, films,
rock and pop, to beatbox

and rap! It runs at the same
time as the Big Mouth Adults
choir, so parents can drop off
the kids and come along!

Mondays: 4.00pm to 5.30pm
Venue: Music Room C17,
Blatchington Mill School
Cost: Free

Acting Club

For 8 to 12 year olds

Discover Drama in a

fun and exciting way with
trained Drama teacher

Josie Price. Explore different
characters from

Shakespearian plays, work with
costume, mime and mask!

Saturdays: 10.00am to
12.00pm

Venue: Windmill Theatre,
Cost: £4/ £3 conc. per session

BLATCHINGTON MILL SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
The Upper School students invite you
to join them on a journey...
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Y7 student stars in Billy Elliot

By Jade Kennedy, Year 7

In September 2008, | auditioned for a part in Billy Elliot in London and got through.
There was one audition and two call backs. From the September auditions, there
were only two children chosen for my part including me.

Rehearsals started on 6th October and continued for 8 weeks until the end of
November, 4 afternoons of school days and all day Saturday. My first performance
was on 3rd December 2008.

I dance in a performance of ‘Billy Elliot The Musical’ two days a week and they often
call an odd rehearsal for the ‘Ballet Girls’ to recap. There are only two matinees a
week — on Thursday and Saturdays, so | don’t have that much time off school.

There are ten girls in each team with the principal part, Debbie, who isn't part of the
team because Debbie’s rota is different to ours. There are three teams of ‘Ballet
Girls’ and my team is called Markham. | will be in the show until May, but possibly
longer. | am thoroughly enjoying my time in the musical.

I can definitely say that Billy Elliot is a once in a lifetime chance that you almost
have to take, you have to live and love every second of being there. | love it all and
if anyone is considering going to the auditions, | will say for sure that you should go,
no matter what your level of dance.

Heartbreak Beautiful

The rehearsals for Heartbreak Beautiful are going very well. The cast are working
very hard and the fast paced play is starting to come together. The performance
dates are 9th and 10th March at 7.00pm in the Windmill Theatre. Ticket information
will be available soon as well as information about the Chichester Festival transfer
of the play - Mr N Rutter, Drama Dept.

Romeo and Juliet

Year 9 rehearsals for the March 18th production of 'Romeo and Juliet' are making
steady progress. There will also be one evening performance and all Year 9's will
see a matinee performance. While they will no longer have a SATSs test on the play,
they will have a formal assessment on the play in class which will help us decide
their GCSE sets. Tickets will be available next month - Ms S Pinnick, English Dept.

Wednesday 4th -
Friday 6th February 2009
7.30pm
The Windmill Theatre

THURSDAY NIGHT ONLY
Sing-a-long Special Perform-
ance - 80’s Fancy Dress
Recommended!

Tickets £6.00 / £4.00 concession
Available from Marica Walker



##$ % Weekly Adults

Teenspirit auditions will be held at the Windmill Theatre on :
Saturday 7th February and Sunday 8th February. Performlng Arts
Classes

Open to any adult in
Brighton & Hove

Saturday 25 April This year's Teenspirit

Doors Open 7pm (city-wide rock and pop
With Guy Lloyd, Juice FM, as
your host for the evening! P

concert for 11 to 16 year

olds) will be held at Big Mouth Singers

Concorde2 on Saturday Community Choir

25th April from 7.00pm to A free ch0|r which is open to
all - beginners welcome! It's a
great way to learn traditional
delighted to confirm Guy and modern songs from

Lloyd from Juice FM as Gospel, Jazz, Folk, Blues,
our compere for the Acapella, African and Latin
American styles, plus vocal
techniques and warm-ups. All
in a fun and friendly way!
Participants will be offered the
opportunity to perform in
Brighton Dome on 12th June.

9.30pm. We are

event.

Mondays: 4.00pm — 5.30pm
Venue: Drama Studio,
Blatchington Mill School,
Cost: FREE!

Strictly Come Tea Dancing
Suitable for absolute
beginners and experienced
dancers alike, our glamorous
monthly Tea Dances hosted
by Ragroof Theatre Dancers
are the perfect way to spend a
Sunday! Learn to Waltz,
Foxtrot, Tango, Mambo,
Chachacha & Jive with the
help of the Ragroof Theatre
dancers, or simply sit back and
enjoy the tea and cakes!

Dates: Sunday 15th
February, Sunday 15th March,
Sunday 31st May
Time: 2.00pm — 5.00pm
Venue: Windmill Theatre,
Tickets: £5.00/ £3.00
(includes limitless tea!)
Tickets available on the door

I "4 % & $ or in advance from

(I D | Rounder Records,
19 Brighton Square,
BN1 1HD.

v Credit card line; 01273 325440

*
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Creative Dance for Adults has
been cancelled due to lack of

participants
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Healthy Living at Blatch
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Breakfast Club SN
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Every day from
7.30am to 8.10am ( # )
In the East Wing Canteen %% *  +
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Fizzy drinks, for example Coke, Red Bull and high energy drinks, are not a
healthy choice. Many contain as much as ten teaspoons of sugar (or
artificial sweeteners) along with caffeine and additives. They contribute to
tooth decay, obesity and in many cases may make students distracted and
unable to concentrate in lessons. They may also cause mood swings.

In Food Technology we look at eating a balanced diet. Students study the
‘Eat Well Plate’ and look at the ‘5 A Day’ campaign. Please support our
work by providing a healthy packed lunch and appropriate drink.

The Food Standards Agency recommend:

The best drink is water or milk, but you could try diluted pure fruit juice,
yogurt drinks or smoothies if you prefer, or to make a change. And don't
forget to keep your packed lunch cool. Use a frozen carton of juice or
ice packs to keep it cool, or find somewhere cool at school to keep your
lunchbox.

Visit:
A useful website to help parents & students.

Fun & Games on Healthy Eating for teenagers from the
British Heart Foundation:

N

Healthy School

$ % %4#
Cooking doesn't get
tougher than this

The Invention Test
Cook a dish of your own invention
using some of the following
ingredients:
Chicken breast
Bacon
Prawns
Pasta
Mushrooms
Peppers

Citrus Fruits
Cream/FromageFrais
Biscuits

You can add other ingredients e.g..
herbs, spices, other vegetables and
sauces found in your store cupboard
and fridge at home. Finalists will be
invited to a ‘cook off’ and will recreate
the recipe at school. Test out your
idea at home during the Half Term
holiday and take a photo.

Closing date for entries:
Friday 27th February
(Hand your entry into
Mrs Whitby or Mr Stone)

Martha O Keefe & Kersha Ford
made this amazing Gingerbread
House in class from the biscuit
recipe.
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Historical Fiction Competition - Open to all Y7a8d 9

The Historical Association are running their Historical Fiction competition for 2009. Students
to “bring the past to life” by writing a short story set in the past. The story can be in any place
or period of the past, the Roman Empire, the British Empire, a medieval village, a First World
War Trench or any other period that interests you. One entry will be selected from the school
to be put forward to the National competition. The winner of this gets a £25 prize and their
story will be published by the Historical Association. Stories must be received by Friday 27th

February. For more information please see

In December 12 pairs of students
took part in the English School
minibridge simultaneous pairs.

The school heat was won by
Gurdeep Gohler and Max Melia from
7ZB/MT with 73.13%.

2nd were George Siddens

and Oliver Powell with 70.67% and
third were Chris Derrick and Dan
Skudder with 67.83%

When these results were scored
across all the schools taking part
Blatchington Mill students did
exceptionally well. George and Oliver
were overall winners with Chris and
Dan in second place. Gurdeep and
Max ended up 4th. Well done!

Find out more about
Minibridge from

Y11 Poetry Live Trip
Y11 students are going to see Poetry
Live on Monday 2 February to support

their English / Literature GCSEs. Please

note the change of venue

Poetry Live is now at the

Clarendon Centre, New England Street
instead of Brighton Dome.

venue - Mr Yahiaoui, English Dept.

Duke of Edinburgh

Sponsored Walks

Y9 students completed a Bronze Duke
of Edinburgh 10 mile sponsored walk
over the South downs on Saturday 31
January. There will be a Y10 'night
hike' over Wolstonbury Hill to practice
navigation in the dark on Wednesday
11 February - Ms N Burn

Y7 Pound Challenge

The response to the Y7 charity pound
challenge was unbelievable. All
students worked really hard with
activities ranging from car washing to
cake sales to jumble sales. The whole
year group raised over £1000. Miles
Healy 7HY raised over £130 at his
tennis club. Well done to all for their
efforts - Mr J King and Ms T Tourle

Year 8 students train with Samaritans

An exciting opportunity for 25 Year 8 students who will be professionally trained by the Samaritans to work with younger Gifted
and Talented students in Primary and Infant school. They will be working with two professional trainers from the Samaritans
and Miss Fenton, Y8 Learning Development Officer, to develop their coaching, mentoring and listening skills, so that they can
support students from local Primary and Infant schools.Our volunteer students will support a variety of Primary schools. A
group will work for five weeks with students at Davigdor School between 3.30pm and 5.00pm, whilst another group will work
with students from Sommerhill, St Andrews and West Hove School at Blatchington Mill supporting them with their maths.

This is a prestigious programme that will enhance their skills and allow them to make a positive contribution to their local
community and in some cases their former school.

&' (& %

When Microsoft US heard about the school Portal we have developed at
Blatch, they wanted to demonstrate it worldwide. They have published a
technical case study about our system as an innovative use of

MS SharePoint in education. The BMS Portal is a leading example of
SharePoint in the UK and one of only two UK schools Microsoft has

featured for this product.

Read the full report on the Microsoft Technet website:

Parent Portal: If you don't have a logon to the Parent Portal, please email
for more information.
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Brighton District Cross Country Championships

At the District Championships on January

13th our Boys Teams won all three

competitions including Intermediate ( Y10/ N etbal
11), Junior (Y8/9) and Y7. Our Girls Team

came second in the Y7 event, by 1 point,

and third in the Junior event. Well done to Well done to all students who
all students who took part! . .
took part in the inter-form
Intermediate Boys Y10/11 Team: 1st place netball tournament. Over 100
Max Pickard TA 3rd students were involved. The
Will Gray KG 5th results are
fom wimot pMem -XQLRU *LUOV 7HDP 13pPlace: MF/ZB
Junior Boys Y8/Y9 Team: 1st place 2nd Place: 7VA
Liam Hurley BK 1st 3rd Place: 7CS
Jake Elliott MF 2nd
Harvey Noakes LG 12th %.%%8&/ "&, *(
Charlie Noakes CE 19th
Connor Hall AF 47th * '+ &% 01
Alex Jago AP 60th
Charlie Johnson CL 77th "+ 2 3' *
Sam Green CE 81st
Junior Girls Y8/Y9 Team: 3rd place
Shyla Nicol AY 19th % 44
Lianne Freeman KL 29th 50600
Alice McFarlane KL 30th -XQLRU %R\V 7HDP LQ VW SODFH
Sarah Blackman KL 31st 7)8
Y7 Boys Team: 1st Place
Ollie Stevenson GL 3rd
Sam Rice Cs 4th
Matt Mill HB 7th
Harry Sullivan - Jones GL 13th
Aaron Clarke RW 21st
Patrick Townsend HB 24th
Alex Valeri GL 34th 50 6 00
Y7 Girls Team: 2nd place (by 1 point) .
Ella Faulkner ZB 1st %5 5 649:
Beth Faulkner RW 4th
Freya Bolingbroke MT 9th < *LUOV 7THDP LQ |QG SODFH
Camille Burton Cs 16th
Camille Burton Cs 16th & 6
Rosie Walters VA 27th ;
These students are representing Brighton <
District in the Sussex Championships on
Saturday 31 January along with Will Gray
(11KG) Tom Wilmot (10DM), Fisher Beattie > 6
(11TA), Charlie Noakes (9CE), Harvey
Noakes (9LG) and Shyla Nicol (8AY). The
Year 7 and 8 Sussex Championships are on
Thursday 12th February. 5 $
Mr S King and Mrs L Goodridge, PE Dept  QWHUPHGLDWH %R\V 7THDP LQ VW SODFH

Blatchington Mill School, Nevill Avenue, Hove , BNBW
Tel: 01273 736 244, Fax: 01273 739 615
office@blatchingtonmill.org.uk www.blatchingtonniirg.uk




