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An Introduction to 

Connected Schools 6th Forms 

BACA, Blatchington Mill, Hove Park and PACA have come together to ensure that we are 
offering Brighton and Hove students the best possible opportunities and widest range of 
subjects possible.  

 

As a result you will be able to choose to study at any of our four sites. You can pick and 
mix courses that fit your profile and ability whether Level 2 or Level 3. There are also some 
courses available at other institutions (City College, Plumpton College) which can be 
studied while still officially being a BACA/BMS/HPS/PACA student. 

 

This brochure details the courses that are running, where and when. There is useful 
information here about each course on offer but the best way to find out the full 
information will be to attend the Open Evenings and/or look on the website:  

www.CS6.org.uk 

OPEN EVENINGS: 

BACA   12th October HPS 13th   October  

BMS   10th November PACA 20th   October 
 

If you join CS6, you will be on the roll of one of the four schools; usually the one where 
you will attend the most lessons. But if it’s right for you, you will be able to choose one or 
more courses from one of the other sites. We have planned the programme carefully, so 
that normally you will not need to travel between sites during the day – exceptionally, you 
may need to do this at lunchtime. We will organise this mid-day transport for you. 

 

All this means you have more courses to choose from, and for many of you there is the 
benefit of still having support from teachers who already have an understanding of your 
needs. 

 

You simply need to decide which courses you would like to study, consider and then 
choose where you could study each and fill in the application form.  

 

You will be given an interview in either your current home institution or – if you are Year 
11 in another school – at the place where the majority of your study will take place. 
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Messages from our Headteachers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of our Academy is to give students the chance to unlock and maximize 
their potential in order to shape their own futures. 
 

Our independent status gives the Academy and its 6th Form the freedom and 
flexibility to provide effective teaching and learning, organization, staffing and 
governance. This along with strong, confident, ambitious leadership; effective 
management; a clear vision and knowing how to achieve that vision, are essential 
ingredients in our mutual success. I believe that the right academic curriculum is 
essential, but developing you as a person – giving you the skills for life - is crucial 
to your future success.  
 

We will provide a range of experiences and opportunities to support and develop you as young adults - 
ready to take your place in the world of work or move into further concentrated areas of study. 
 

At BACA we are in the unique position of having two universities in our immediate proximity. This enables 
us to work closely with them, share their expertise, access their resources and give you a flavour of Higher 
Education. 
 

Looking through the prospectus will give you an idea of what we can offer but I invite you to come and visit 
the Academy, meet myself, staff and students to find out more and to see first-hand how we can make a 
difference. 
Philomena Hogg  
 

 

 

The decisions you make now will provide the springboard to your future career. 
Whatever route you follow, our commitment to you is to ensure you achieve to 
the very best of your potential.  
 

We are ambitious and aspirational for you and will help to secure your future 
goals with our high quality teaching, a personal tutor, a vibrant learning 
environment and like-minded ambitious students.  
 

It is also important that we help you to develop as a young adult – enabling skills 
for life which will be crucial to your future success.  
 

We provide a range of experiences and opportunities to support and develop you,  
ready to take your place in the world of work or to move into further concentrated areas of study. 
 

Blatch6 has its own 6th form block located in a separate building, with a common room and a large open 
learning area to enable students to carry out independent study. Specialist lessons are taught in the 6th form 
block, however we are also able to use the excellent facilities within the school. An active Student Union 
organises events throughout the year and we also promote involvement in the community, through 
volunteering and work experience projects.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you at our open evening where you will see the full range of opportunities 
available at Blatch6. 
Janet Felkin  
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Welcome to Hove Park, where people come first.  Relationships are important to 
us and this means that there is an individual focus on student achievement that 
results in a high level of care and support.  6th Form students tell us that they 
have a strong sense of community and, whilst feeling part of the school, they also 
value that being part of the 6th form is distinctly different.  
Students tell us they like the small class sizes and they comment on the 
atmosphere as being like a family, where there is a strong degree of support and 
challenge and an appreciation of the extra help that is always available both in 
and out of the classroom. 
At Hove Park we have a specialist 6th form area of the school with a good suite of classrooms, independent 
study centre and large common room.  Student voice is valued highly and is represented on the governing 
body. There are also good opportunities for extra-curricular activities including a strong tradition of sport 
and drama. 
If you decide to join us, you will be entering Hove Park at a very exciting time of its development.  We are 
absolutely focused on raising standards at all levels of student and school performance and there is a 
palpable sense of energy and ambition that permeates the school. 
Why don't you come along and have a look for yourself, we would love to see you! 
Derek Trimmer  

Our world is full of opportunities – for you to build a career, contribute and make 
a difference in your communities. The role of schools is to unlock your potential to 
be successful in your chosen route. We want to make sure all students leave 
school with excellent qualifications and the skills and attributes necessary to 
secure success in their future employment.   

This collaboration of schools opens up many opportunities for you to build your 
potential and become the best you can be. We are committed to ensuring that 
you achieve high levels of success in whichever courses and options you choose. 

The schools will provide high quality support and guidance to help you realise your potential.   

We also want to make sure that there is a clear progression route for you after leaving school into either 
University or employment with training so that you lay the foundations for a successful career in the future.  
To that end, it is essential that you make thoughtful and appropriate choices and enjoy your 6th form 
experience. 

Stuart McLaughlin  
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Messages from our Associated College’s Principals 
 

City College is the largest post 16 learning provider in Brighton and Hove, 
providing 1,000 courses and qualifications to more than 10,000 full and part time 
students.  The college delivers learning opportunities at all levels from entry level 
to degree level across a wide range of areas from Hairdressing to Games 
Development, from Carpentry to Music Technology.   

At City College we put learning and supporting students at the heart of all that we 
do to make sure that you are treated as an individual.  
City College is now deemed to be outstanding by Ofsted and a place where every 
student is supported to achieve. College also allows you to have more control and 
responsibility over the way you study.  
The partnership between City College and our Partner Sixth Form Schools and Colleges is something that we 
are very proud of and is well established. This partnership is learner centred and enables learners across the 
city to access a wide variety of provision to best meet their individual needs. 
Phil Fr ier  

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the offer provided by 
Plumpton College. The college is situated just north of the Downs, between Lewes 
and Ditchling. Our programmes offer an opportunity for you to study in a practical 
and applied way on the College’s large estate. This will help complement your 
studies at your sixth form. Access to the college is available via the College’s own 
coach services, which have routes that cover a broad area; from Shoreham to 
Falmer with several pick up points in Brighton and the surrounding areas. 
 

We are looking forward to working with all the 6th Forms who are involved in this 
exciting new development. We already have a number of links with colleges  

and should you select one of the Plumpton College programmes, you will be joining a team who are already 
familiar with delivering vocational programmes in conjunction with a school curriculum. 
 

Look carefully at the content of all programmes on offer and think about how a vocational programme can 
complement your academic studies, give you a chance to explore new areas and increase your career and 
progression opportunities.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you to one of our programmes which will enable you to gain the 
opportunity to explore the wide career options offered by the land based sector. 
Des Lambert  
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Messages from our Students 
‘When I finished my GCSEs I was so excited about the opportunity to study 
subjects I really loved. I played around with the idea of going to c ollege but 
the enthusiasm and dedication of all the teachers I had definitely motivated 
my decision to stay on to 6th Form.’  
 

‘As my parents have run a successful business since I was born, I knew that I wanted to study in a 
6th form where entrepreneurship was encouraged.  But what finally made my mind up to join 
sixth form was the really great advice I received on choosing the right courses for my career 
aspirations.’ 
 

'You get to stay with the teachers that you know and trust but you can stil l meet new 
people. The compatible timetable means you can still make new friends and experience 
new teaching styles. 
 

I wanted to sign up to specific courses and they were able to offer me exactly what I needed, with 
facilities that weren’t on offer anywhere else. I came from another school not knowing anyone here 
but it’s so friendly that you just get accepted in as part of everything. 
 

There wasn’t any question where I was going to go. The performing arts facilities here are second 
to none throughout the whole of Brighton and Hove and the teachers know exactly what they’re 
talking about. It was a done deal. 
 

I wasn’t quite sure which direction I wanted to head in and the staff here, being 
in the place where people know me so well, meant that I could try different 
opportunities with their support. I’ve chosen to stay on another year. 
 

I considered going to another college in the area but, after the hard work I’d put in to 
my GCSEs, I wanted to just get on with A levels in a place I knew, with people that 
knew who I was and teachers who knew my abilities already. 
 

There’s always someone I know either in the common room or study area. It sounds like a cliché but it’s a 
place where you’ve always got someone to talk to either about school work or personal stuff… or just to 
have a laugh with. It was the right choice for me. 

“more facilities… more opportunities… more choice…” 
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Choosing the Right Course 
 

Moving onto 6th form study requires making some important choices. At CS6 (Connected 
Schools 6th), we want to ensure that you make the right course choices for you, so that 
you have a successful and enjoyable time studying. To do this you need to think about 
what you want to do in the future; whether you want to go to university, further 
education or into employment. You also need to think about your future career plans 
and the specific qualifications required for each chosen pathway. However, learning 
should be enjoyable as well as rewarding. It is important you think about what you find 
interesting, what enthuses and motivates you. It might also be helpful to think about 
what method of assessment you are most suited to; examination or coursework. 

You will need to consider what GCSE grades you are expecting to get as this will indicate 
which courses you are eligible to study at CS6. Most course requirements are listed with 
the subject in this prospectus although it is possible that individual circumstances will be 
taken into consideration for certain subject areas. 

If you are predicted to achieve at least 6 grade A*- Cs at GCSE or equivalent level with a 
mixture of A, B and C grades, then you will be able to study a programme of 4 advanced 
level courses. You must resit English or Maths if you have not gained a grade C or above 
in both of these qualifications. 

If you are predicted to achieve 5 grade A*- Cs at GCSE or equivalent level (across 4 
subjects) then you will study a programme of 3 advanced level courses plus one non level 
3 course.   

If you are predicted to achieve 4 grade A*- Cs at GCSE or equivalent level, then you will 
study an intermediate level 2 programme but you MAY be able to add one advanced 
level course, if you have gained an A grade in that subject at GCSE level and subject staff 
recommend you for this course. 

If you are predicted to achieve 5 GCSE grades with at least 3 being above an E, you will 
study a level 2 programme.  

Please note that we require equivalent vocational qualifications to be graded at merit 
or distinction level. 
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Level 3 Courses 
The next three pages list the courses you can study across CS6 and the qualifications you will aim for. 
The sites are colour coded so that you can see at a glance where each course is offered. Timetables 
have been co-ordinated across all four sixth forms, so that you have maximum opportunities to 
choose the combination of courses you want, without unreasonable travel between sites. 

L3 Course Qualification Exam 
Board 

6 th  form  Page 
No. BACA BMS HPS PACA 

Applied Science BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     11 
Art and Design AS/A2 Edexcel     12 
Art BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     12 
Biology AS/A2 OCR     14 
Biology AS/A2 Edexcel     14 
Business Studies AS/A2 AQA     15 
Business Studies National Diploma OCR     16 
Business Studies BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     15 
Chemistry AS/A2 OCR     18 
Chemistry AS/A2 AQA     18 
Childcare CACHE Diploma CACHE      19 
Computing AS/A2 AQA     20 
Dance BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     22 
Drama AS/A2 Edexcel     23 
Economics AS/A2 AQA     24 
English Lang & Lit AS/A2 AQA     25 
English Lit AS/A2 AQA     25 
Film Studies BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     27 
Food Technology AS/A2 AQA     28 
Football Coaching NVQ  C & G     29 
French AS/A2 AQA     30 
FSMQ One third  of an AS AQA     30 
Further Maths AS AQA     31 
Geography AS/A2 Edexcel     32 
Geography AS/A2 AQA     32 
Government & Politics AS/A2 Edexcel      32 
Health & Social Care National Diploma OCR     34 
Health & Social Care AS/A2 OCR     33 
History AS/A2 Edexcel     35 
History AS/A2 AQA     35 
Home Economics AS/A2 OCR     36 
Human Biology AS/A2 AQA     39 
ICT National Certificate OCR      40 
Italian AS/A2 Edexcel     41 
Law AS/A2 AQA     42 
Maths AS/A2 Edexcel     42 
Maths AS/A2 OCR     42 
Maths AS/A2 AQA     42 
Media Studies  AS/A2 WJEC     44 
Music BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     44 

continued…  
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L3 Course Qualification Exam 
Board 

6 th  form  Page 
No. 

BACA  BMS  HPS  PACA  

Music Technology AS/A2 Edexcel     45 
Musical Theatre BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     46 
Performing Arts AS/A2 AQA     47 
Philosophy and Ethics AS/A2  OCR     48 
Photography AS/A2 AQA     49 
Physics AS/A2 OCR     49 
Product Design AS/A2 Edexcel     50 
Project-Extended AS only Edexcel     50 
Psychology AS/A2 AQA     51 
Spanish AS/A2 AQA BACA  HPS PACA 54 
Sociology AS/A2 AQA     53 
Sport BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     54 
Sport  National Certificate OCR     54 
Stage Management BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 

Aw’rd 
Edexcel     55 

Travel and Tourism BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Edexcel     56 
Travel and Tourism AS/A2 WJEC     56 

 

Courses from our Associate Colleges 
 

 

*Please note that whilst specialist safety equipment will be provided, learners are expected to equip 
themselves and maintain their own personal basic safety clothing for the above courses. Full details are 
provided from the associate college or at the open evenings. 

Course Qualification Exam 
Board 

College Page 
No.  

CITY COLLEGE PLUMPTON 

Construction 

 

BTEC L2/L3 Extended 
Certificate 
 

Edexcel   20 

Countryside & Environment BTEC L2 Extended 
Certificate 

Edexcel   21 

Horse Care BTEC L2 Extended 
Certificate 

Edexcel   36 

Horticulture City and Guilds L2 
Extended Certificate 

City & 
Guilds 

  37 

Vehicle Technology BTEC L2 Extended 
Certificate 

Edexcel   58 
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Level 2 Courses 
 

L2 Course 
Qualification Exam 

Board 

6 th  form  Page 
No. 

BACA  BMS  HPS  PACA  

Art BTEC Extended Cert Edexcel     13 

Art  BTEC First Diploma Edexcel     13 

Business Studies BTEC First Diploma Edexcel     16 

Business Studies National Award OCR     17 

Childcare CACHE Certificate CACHE     19 

Citizenship GCSE AQA     19 

Euro Computer Driving Licence  ECDL BCS     23 

English GCSE AQA     26 

English GCSE WJEC     26 

English iGCSE iGCSE AQA     26 

Football Coaching NVQ Level 2 1st4Sport     29 

Health and Social Care National Award OCR      

Health and Social Care National Diploma OCR     35 

Hospitality BTEC First Diploma Edexcel     38 

Hospitality Services NVQ Diploma Edexcel     38 

ICT  National Award OCR     41 

Maths GCSE AQA     43 

Maths GCSE Edexcel     43 

Personal Finance Intermediate Cert IFS     47 

Science  National Award OCR     52 

Science GCSE GCSE AQA     52 

Travel & Tourism  National Award OCR     57 

 

Note: Level 2 Courses have a strong element of learning that is applied directly to the world of work. 
Admissions Tutors will be looking for aptitude and interest in the subject. All these courses are portfolio 
assessed and students need to have good basic literacy skills, usually a Level 2 qualification in English (ie. at 
least a grade C) or a Level 2 ALAN test result. 
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Courses 
For many courses, specific entry requirements are shown. These are in addition to the 
general entry requirements which are explained under ‘Choosing the Right Course’ on 
Page 6. 
Full and detailed descriptions of each course will be available at the Open Evenings, 
including details of any specialist equipment that may be required.  
Please note that some course content may be subject to change.  

Course Details 
The courses on offer at CS6 are either at Level 2 or Level 3, whether at one of the school 
sixth form sites or at our partner colleges. 
Level 2 courses are generally the equivalent of GCSE at grade C or above.  
Level 3 courses are the equivalent of an AS (Advanced Subsidiary) or an A2 (Advanced 
Year 2) level GCE qualification. 
At Key Stage 5 (students aged 16-19) the currency that most people understand is that of 
AS and A2 level for Level 3 and GCSE for Level 2  – so this is normally how the 
equivalencies are explained. 
Courses can be offered by a number of different examination boards. Many of these will 
be the same as those you came across in your KS4 studies. Below is an explanation of 
which courses equate to what value. 
AS Levels are often studied in Year 12.  
A2s follow on from AS Levels. It is extremely unlikely that a student will follow an A2 
course in a subject they have not studied at AS. Indeed a pass at AS is needed for entry 
onto A2. 

Level 2 Courses Equivalence 
BTEC First; Certificate 1 GCSE 
BTEC First; Extended Certificate 2 GCSEs 
BTEC First; Diploma 4 GCSEs 
OCR National Award 2 GCSEs 
NVQ Diploma 3 GCSEs at Grade B 
Level 3 Courses  Equivalence 
BTEC National Certificate 1 AS Level 
BTEC National Subsidiary Diploma 1 AS and 1 A2 Level 
OCR National Certificate 1 A2 Level 
NVQ City & Guilds Diploma 1 AS and 1 A2 Level at Grade C 
OCR National Diploma 2 A2 Levels 

 

Generic Support Package 
The GSP is a package available to students in varying formats according to their needs and 
home college. 
The support package offers the opportunity to resit GCSEs in English, Maths and Science 
should this be required. It also gives you the chance to broaden your GCSE portfolio – for 
example with the offer of Citizenship GCSE.  
Additionally courses will also be offered in for example First Aid, Health and Safety at 
Work, Food Hygiene and Manual Handling. These will be available linked to the 
appropriate courses of level 2 and level 3 study. 
Some of the sixth forms also offer tutorial support and time as well as enrichment and 
activities similar to the PSHE you may have known from Key Stage 4. The pastoral care 
and support of our students is of paramount importance and one of the ways we 
believe ourselves to be unique.  
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Applied 
Science  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 

Edexcel 
 
Applied Science provides superb training to 
build skills and abilities that are essential in 
many work situations, for example 
investigation, evaluation, communication and 
clear and precise thinking. Students get to 
learn a lot more about science with the 
emphasis on finding out how science is used 
to keep us well and make the future a better 
place. There is a lot of practical work and the 
course is 100% coursework assessed. The 
tasks you complete are added to your 
portfolio for assessment. 

You can study Applied Science for either one 
or two years. In the first year you take three 
Units on the Fundamentals of Science, 
Working in the Science Industry and Scientific 
Practical Techniques. In the second year you 
will take a further three Units. These will be 
chosen according to the skills and needs of 
the group. The one year course leads to a 
Level 3 Certificate and the two year course 
leads to a Subsidiary Diploma. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

C in Science GCSE – single, double or triple. 

 
 
 

BMS PACA 



 

 

Connected Schools 6 th  Form Prospectus 

 

12  

 

HPS PACA BACA BMS 

Art & Design 
AS/A2 

Edexcel 
 

This course is highly practical and will build on 
previous skills, knowledge and understanding 
of art and oil. Students are expected to build 
on and develop their recording skills and use 
of formal elements, using a wide range of 
media and methods. Art and Design courses 
cover a range of disciplines; these could 
include Graphics Design, Illustration, 
Animation, Observational Drawing, Fashion 
Design, Photography, Textiles, Surface Design, 
Crafts, Ceramics, Painting, Printmaking & 
Sculpture. Creative independent self-
motivated students will find Art challenging 
and enjoyable. It is a student centred course 
and the studio is open for students to work 
independently in their free time. This course 
is suitable for students who are looking to 
continue on to Art studies with further 
education, or are looking for a career in Fine 
Art, Sculpture, Textiles, Fashion Design, 
Graphics and Animation. 

 
Entry Requirement: 
Grade C or above in either Art GCSE or Art and 
Design Applied GCSE. Those who have other 
relevant qualifications like Design or Textiles 
GCSE will have their application referred to 
the Head of Art to discuss possible entry. 

 
  

 
 
 

Art  
BTEC L3 Diploma 

Edexcel 
 

This course can be taken as a 1 year National 
Certificate or a 2 year National Subsidiary 
Diploma. The two year qualification is a 
Double Award equivalent to 2 A levels. The 
course is designed to help you develop a rich 
and varied portfolio to show potential 
interviewers and universities. 

The course encourages an experimental 
approach to all aspects of Art and Design. In 
the first year students from both Certificate 
and Diploma will undertake 5 modules, each 
one will explore a different area of Art and 
Design. In the second year Diploma students 
will focus on a specialist area, for example 
Fine Art, 3d Design, Graphic Communication, 
Textiles and Photography. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade C or above in either Art GCSE or Art and 
Design Applied GCSE. Those who have other 
relevant qualifications like Design or Textiles 
GCSE will have their application referred to 
the Head of Art to discuss possible entry. 
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Art  
BTEC L2  
ExtendedCertificate 
 

First Diploma 

Edexcel 
 

This Art and Design course has been 
organised to develop a range of knowledge, 
skills and understanding. It encourages 
students to investigate and work with a 
portfolio of different materials.  

This course is the equivalent to either two or 
four A-C GCSEs. The Extended Certificate is 
the equivalent of two GCSEs. The First 
Diploma equates to four GCSEs and is a 
double block choice (see application form for 
detail). It is therefore seen as a bridging 
course between year 11 and further level 
three (A level) and higher education courses.  

All units are internally assessed, and graded. 
This is an exciting, challenging and practical 
course suitable for any student looking for a 
one year course and who might be 
considering a career linked in any way to Art, 
Design and Textiles.  

A BTEC L2 First Diploma prepares students for 
employment and provides a good grounding 
to go on to a more advanced BTEC L3 
Subsidiary Diploma. On completion of a BTEC 
L2 First Diploma, students can progress to a 
BTEC Higher National or BTEC Foundation 
Degree programme. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BMS 

HPS 
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PACA BMS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biology  
AS/A2 

OCR      Edexcel 

 
 

In Biology, you will study Plants and Animal 
Physiology.  
You will learn the chemical processes driving 
living things and how they relate to cell 
organisms and systems. 
You will learn how living things interact 
through ecological processes and evolution. 
You will be studying leading edge science; 
genetics, dual technology and 
biotechnological methods. 
The explosion of biotechnology and the 
decoding of the human genome have opened 
many new career paths. New diseases pose 
new challenges too.  
This course is an excellent preparation for 
career paths into medicine, biomedical and 
veterinary science, as well as wider applied 
degrees, such as agriculture. 
 
See also ‘Human Biology’ on page 39. 
 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade B in GCSE Science  
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BACA BMS 

Business 
Studies 
AS/A2 

AQA      OCR 
 
 

Business Studies develops an understanding 
of organisations and the markets they serve. 
The business world is studied from a number 
of perspectives - customers, managers, 
creditors, owners/shareholders, employees 
and society in general - drawing on a variety 
of disciplines. This enables students to 
increase their awareness of the current 
structure of business and business practice. 
We aim to develop a critical understanding of 
organisations and the markets they serve. 
Students will look at the process of adding 
value through consideration of the internal 
workings and management of profit-making 
and non-profit making organisations and, in 
particular, the process of decision making in a 
dynamic external environment.  

Assessment is through two exams in each 
year. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Maths and English at GCSE grade C.  

If you have studied GCSE Business Studies, 
you must have achieved at least Grade C. 

 
 
 

Business 
Studies  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 

Edexcel 
 
 

The four core units in the subsidiary diploma 
give learners an introduction to and 
understanding of the business environment, 
management of resources, marketing and 
communication - all fundamental to the 
success of business organisations. The 
certificate (if studying purely for one year) has 
a smaller core of two of these units, allowing 
a choice between marketing and 
communication. Each unit will be devised 
around a real business related scenario and 
students will complete a wide range of 
business and ICT tasks to meet the 
assessment objectives. 

There are also a range of optional units which 
will allow for deeper learning in specialist 
areas such as Financial Accounting and Macro 
Economics. 

These qualifications are designed to enable 
candidates to enter employment at operative 
or trainee level within a wide range of 
Business environments. Such candidates 
would normally enter employment through a 
work-related training programme. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Maths and English at GCSE grade C.  

If you have studied GCSE Business Studies you 
must have achieved at least a grade C. 
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HPS BMS PACA PACA HPS 

Business 
Studies 
OCR L3 National Diploma 

OCR 

 
 

This course is suitable for those studying in 
preparation for employment in the business 
sector particularly in job roles where they will 
be expected to use communication and I.T. 
skills, and liaise with customers.  

The Certificate is made up of six units and is 
achieved within one year. The Diploma is 
made up of 12 units and is completed within 
two years. Both qualifications support entry 
into work or progression onto Further or 
Higher Education.  

Students are given the flexibility to learn and 
progress at their own pace as well as the 
option to specialise in Personnel and 
Management, within the Diploma. 
Assignments are designed to engage students 
with investigative research, work experience, 
role-plays, case studies and presentations. It 
may require students to visit real 
organisations and attend seminars given by 
invited speakers.  

Evidence of work can be provided by written 
data, the use of video, audio presentation or 
PowerPoint where necessary. It is expected 
that students work independently on 
assignments and in groups when required. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

Business 
Studies 
BTEC L2 First Diploma 

Edexcel 

 
 

The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma is a 
qualification comprising of core and specialist 
units which has been designed to develop 
knowledge and understanding and skills 
needed in the business sector. 

The Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Business 
consists of three core units plus three 
specialist units that provide the completed 
qualification. It is equivalent to 4 GCSEs 
grades A* - C. 

The assessment approach of the BTEC course 
allows students to receive feedback on their 
progress throughout the course as they 
provide evidence towards the grading criteria. 
Evidence for assessment may be generated 
through a range of diverse activities including 
assignment and project work, case studies, 
workplace assessment, role-play and oral 
presentation. Students are encouraged to 
take responsibility for their own learning and 
achievement. 

Students studying the BTEC First Diploma in 
Business can progress to higher vocational 
courses or ‘A’ Level courses. It is also a good 
qualification for a broad range of 
employment, i.e. from estate agency through 
to junior management in retail. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS 

Business 
Studies 
OCR L2 National Award 

OCR 

 
 

This qualification is suitable for those studying 
in preparation for employment in the 
business sector particularly in job roles where 
they will be expected to use communication 
and I.T. skills, and liaise with customers.  

The Award is given for the completion of 
three units. The Award will support entry into 
work or progression onto a Level 3 course. 
The qualification is equivalent to achieving 2 
A*-C grades at GCSE depending on the grade 
achieved: Pass, Merit, or Distinction. 

Students are given the flexibility to learn and 
progress at their own pace. Assignments are 
designed to engage students with 
investigative research, work experience, role-
plays, case studies and presentations. It may 
require students to visit real organisations 
and attend seminars given by invited 
speakers. Evidence of work can be provided 
by written data, the use of video, audio 
presentation or PowerPoint where necessary. 
It is expected that students work 
independently on assignments and in groups 
when required. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Connected Schools 6 th  Form Prospectus 

 

18  

 

HPS PACA BMS 

 Chemistry  
AS/A2 
OCR                    AQA 

 
 

Chemistry occupies a central position among 
the basic sciences. On the one hand it is linked 
with physics through physical chemistry and 
on the other with biology through 
biochemistry.  

Life depends basically on chemical reactions. 
Chemistry is therefore fundamental to 
physiology and to medicine. It plays an 
important part in the development of such 
sciences as geology and it underlies many 
branches of technology and particularly 
chemical engineering. Chemistry is a practical 
subject and students will have plenty of 
opportunity to carry out experimental work in 
the laboratory. Whilst combining well with 
the other science subjects and mathematics, 
many other combinations are possible with 
chemistry.  

Possible careers include Medicine, Veterinary 
and Environmental Sciences, as well as the 
more obvious professions in Industrial and 
Research Chemistry.  

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade B in GCSE Science 
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BMS 

PACA 

Childcare 
CASH L2/L3  

Certificate/Diploma 

CACHE  
 

 

This qualification is for all those who wish to 
work in the Children and Young People’s 
workforce. The course will cover a diverse 
range of job roles and occupational areas 
working in children’s workforce setting 
including early years and social care. The age 
range covered is from birth to 19 years- we 
focus on under 8’s. 

The course is made up of mandatory and 
optional units which are based on knowledge 
and skills. 

Learners will need to undertake at least 2 
days per week on practical placement as they 
need to show competence in both knowledge 
and skills. 

All units are internally assessed using a range 
of methods  

The qualification will be pass or refer and all 
the assessment criteria of the chosen units 
must be achieved in order to obtain a pass. 

 

Entry Requirement 

There are no formal entry requirements for 
this qualification but learners will need to be 
at least 16 years of age and have a passion for 
working with young children. Previous 
experience is ideal but not essential.  

 
 
 

Citizenship  
GCSE 
AQA 

 
 

Citizenship Studies is at the heart of 
contemporary debates about the kind of 
society we are striving to build and the role of 
the state in the process. 

This subject will prepare students to become 
active citizens of our democracy, focusing on 
active citizenship. It will also promote 
students’ personal and social development, 
making them more self-confident and 
responsible, in the classroom and beyond. 

Students are required to undertake a 
citizenship activity within a group and present 
their case to other students and reflect upon 
and evaluate their body of work. 

 
 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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BMS 

Computing 
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

Students will be looking at the characteristics 
of computer systems themselves – hardware 
and software. You will study how computers 
are currently used and will develop computer-
based solutions to problems. The course is 
designed to develop problem solving ability in 
a computing context, using logical 
approaches.  

It will also allow students to demonstrate 
their knowledge of programming as they 
learn. As the course progresses, students will 
also develop an understanding of the 
hardware and software aspects of computer 
systems. 

Students who study Computing can go onto a 
career in medicine, law, business, politics or 
any type of science. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

 GCSE Maths Grade C. 

OCR Nationals Award (2 GCSE) – Merit overall 
or B in GCSE IT. 

 
 
 
 

Construction 
BTEC L3 & L2 Extended 
Certificate 

Edexcel 

 
BTEC qualifications are designed to provide 
specialist work-related qualifications that give 
learners the knowledge, understanding and 
skills that they need to prepare for 
employment. The Level 2 Extended Certificate 
in Construction is designed to develop your 
skills and knowledge of this industry and will 
involve a range of trade areas. There may be 
the opportunity to move on to Level 3 study 
thereafter. 

It has been specifically developed to be 
delivered in a training environment using 
simulated conditions, and the tests are based 
on you showing what they can do as an 
individual through the completion of all the 
requirements of the qualification.  

Students can progress into learning a specific 
trade in more depth and then work in the 
Construction Industry. After completing our 
courses, there are a range of options; some of 
our students start their own businesses or 
work in other small to medium sized 
companies, while some opt to work for the 
large national and multinational construction 
companies. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

5 GCSEs above Grade E. 

 

 
 

CITY COLLEGE 
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Countryside & 
Environment 
BTEC L2 Extended 
Certificate 

Edexcel 

 
This programme is ideal for the learner who 
wishes to gain countryside skills, explore the 
broad range of careers available in the land 
based sector and gain a useful related 
qualification for the future, whilst at the same 
time maintaining academic study at school. 
Successful completion will enable the learner 
to apply for Level 3 programmes within the 
sector. Content of the programme will include 
Plant and Animal Husbandry, Conservation 
and Habitat Improvement, Ecological Surveys 
and Techniques, Introduction to Game 
Management. 

Teaching will be applied and knowledge 
gained through visits and practicals conducted 
on the estate and neighbouring land as 
appropriate. Assessment is continuous and 
carried out through practicals and 
assignments. 
 
Entry Requirement:  

2 GCSEs A*- D (preferably including English) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLUMPTON 
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BMS 

 Dance  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 
in Performing Arts  

Edexcel 

 
 

This modular course encompasses a range of 
skills that will develop participants’ 
competency in the practical and theoretical 
study of dance. The course includes 
contemporary and jazz technique, street 
dance, choreography, dance appreciation and 
a performance project. Students also have the 
opportunity to develop their teaching skills by 
leading Junior Dance Club and assisting with 
our Year 7 Dance lessons.  

The course is the equivalent of one A2. 

Former students are now dancing 
professionally with Transitions Dance 
Company and have gone on to professional 
study at the Laban Centre, University of 
Chichester & London Studio Centre.  

This course is beneficial to those looking to 
start a career in dancing, acting, singing, 
teaching, choreography, arts leader, theatre 
management and dance therapy. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade C at GCSE Dance / Expressive Arts, or 
equivalent dance experience outside school. 
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HPS BMS 

BMS 

Drama  
AS/A2 

Edexcel 
 

 
Drama and Theatre Studies is an AS and A2 
course which is studied over two years. The 
course demands practical, creative and 
communication skills.  

During the first term of AS, Drama students 
will study two plays written for the theatre. 
They will learn how to analyse the plays in a 
variety of ways so that they become familiar 
with the way written plays can be interpreted 
for realisation in performance. 

During the second term, students will 
concentrate on the Paper 2 part of the exam, 
which is all practical. The paper comes in two 
sections. The first section requires students to 
offer either a monologue or duologue. The 
second section requires students to 
contribute to a performance of a 
professionally published play by a known 
writer. 

The A2 part of the course starts with students 
working together toward the creation of a 
unique and original piece of theatre. The 
knowledge and understanding gained in the 
AS units can now be applied to a created 
production. 

The second term of A2 requires the detailed 
study of one set play text and one prescribed 
historical period of theatrical development. 

This course can lead to further studies or 
future careers in theatre and the performing 
arts; acting, directing and communication. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

GCSE Drama Grade B  

 

European 
Computer 
Driving Licence 
L2 ECDL 
BCS 

 
 

The European Computer Driving Licence 
(ECDL) is an internationally recognized 
qualification which enables people to 
demonstrate their competence in computer 
skills. It is designed specifically for students 
who wish to gain a benchmark qualification in 
computing to enable them to develop their IT 
skills and enhance their career prospects.  

The syllabus is designed to cover the key 
concepts of computing, its practical 
applications and their use in the workplace 
and society. It is broken down into seven 
modules, each of which must be passed 
before an ECDL certificate is awarded.  

This course gives students the competency 
and confidence across a range of IT user skills, 
including improving students’ speed and 
efficiency at home and at work. Students may 
find employment by gaining and proving they 
have vital IT skills. ECDL helps build a career 
and qualification path, which can be taken to 
higher levels if wished. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS 

 
 

Economics 
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

Every topic in Economics provokes the 
question "why?" Well, why Economics? 
Economics provides a framework for students 
to excel and address a range of issues. This 
subject will allow you to get to the heart of 
topical problems such as the European Debt 
Crisis and why some countries are richer than 
others.  
Economics is a social science and it studies the 
actions of people and the decisions they 
make, for example the use of scarce 
resources. It can provide some answers to a 
variety of the problems that society is faced 
with. Studying Economics will give students an 
excellent route to any career or University as 
the course combines practical skills with the 
ability to think analytically.  
 The Economics course covers a range of 
theory areas. The first year is devoted to 
studying the basic economic models in Micro 
and Macro Economics. These are markets and 
market failures, the national economy, and 
markets at work. In the second year, those 
students taking A2 modules will study a 
further two modules on working as an 
economist, distribution of income, business 
economics and government policy, with a 
view to the international economy. All 
assessment is examination based. 

 
Entry Requirement: 

Grade C  in Maths and English at GCSE 
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BMS BACA 

HPS PACA 

English Language 
& Literature  
AS/A2 
AQA 
 
 
The combined language and literature course 
offers students the opportunity to continue 
their studies in both language and literature 
beyond GCSE, and enables students to engage 
with stimulating and enjoyable texts in a 
creative way.  
At AS level, students will study two units. The 
first, Introduction to Language and Literature 
Study, will involve the study of an anthology 
of thematically linked spoken and written 
texts which will allow students scope to 
consider the three major literary genres and a 
range of non-literary texts. These texts will 
lead students to consider the development of 
language and style over time. The second 
unit, Themes in Language and Literature, 
comprises of two pieces of coursework; one is 
a comparative essay on a pair of set texts, the 
other is a creative response. During the A2 
course, a further two units are studied. Unit 
three, Talk in Life and Literature, looks at the 
spoken word and asks students to discuss 
ways in which meaning is conveyed in drama 
texts and in real life. Unit 4, Text 
Transformation, is examined through 
coursework and requires students to 
transform two literary texts into a different 
genre. 
This qualification enables candidates to 
progress from the standard already reached 
at GCSE through to Advanced Subsidiary GCE 
and Advanced GCE to a level where, if they 
wish, they would be able to pursue English 
Language and Literature study at degree or 
equivalent level. It can lead to opportunities 
in a variety of careers such as teaching, 
publishing and journalism. 
 
Entry Requirement: 
Grade B in English Literature or Language 

English 
Literature  
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

Students will be assessed via Coursework and 
Exams, having studied text from authors and 
poets throughout the ages. Students will write 
comparative essays on authors’ works and 
provide creative responses to texts.  

There will be a closed book examination on 
texts which belong to one common genre, eg. 
Gothic Literature, which may require study of 
Macbeth, Dracula and The Bloody Chamber by 
Angela Carter. The final unit is assessed 
through coursework, which will consist of two 
pieces of work: a comparative study of an 
aspect of two texts of the student’s own 
choice, and an essay applying critical ideas 
from an anthology provided by the exam 
board to a text or texts of the student’s own 
choice. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade B in English Literature at GCSE 
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HPS PACA 

English 
GCSE 

AQA       WJEC 
 

 

This course is aimed at students who have 
missed out on achieving a C at GCSE and who 
would like another opportunity to do so. 
Students, working closely with their teacher, 
can decide whether to resubmit their 
controlled assessment grades, focus primarily 
on the exam or to create a new folder as well 
as preparing for examination.  

Alongside this course, students can also enter 
for Functional Skills Level 2. Much of the 
course content sits comfortably alongside the 
GCSE course. The examination involves a 
reading paper with some multiple choice 
questions and longer questions; the written 
paper involves two written tasks. The 
Speaking and Listening element of the course 
requires students to present a talk to argue, 
persuade or advise. Certification is awarded 
on a pass/fail basis. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

 
 
 
 

English 
iGCSE 

AQA 
 

 

This course, also known as the iGCSE, is 
provided for students looking to improve on 
their GCSE grades attained in previous years 
of study. 

The course requires students to read a variety 
of non-fiction texts, often independently, 
looking closely at the effects of language. 
They will also use non-fiction texts as source 
materials for their own writing. 

Assessment consists of two papers. Paper 1 
Section A gives a single text for close study. 
The text will be divided into short sections, 
and at least one question will relate to the 
whole text. In Section B, candidates choose 
one written task from a choice of three under 
and could involve writing to describe, 
imagine, argue or persuade. 

The Paper 2 Reading section provides stimulus 
material comprising  5-6 texts. Questions will 
direct candidates to specific texts, however at 
least two questions on the Higher Tier will 
require candidates to make their own 
selection of texts. The writing section will be 
directly linked to, the reading sources used in 
the first part of the paper. Form, purpose and 
audience will be specified.  

Paper 2 may also be taken as a coursework 
piece. 

Students will also need to write for  specified 
audiences across a range of purposes. 
Candidates will be required to deliver a 
spoken presentation, and field questions, on a 
topic of their choice.  

 

 

BMS 



 

Connected Schools 6 th  Form Prospectus 

 

27  
 

PACA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Film Studies 
(Creative Media) 
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 

Edexcel 

 
This course looks at the modern world of 
visual communication beginning by 
developing an understanding of film and 
television scripts.  

Students work towards an industry standard, 
learning the conventions of script writing and 
its link to film production. Learning by looking 
at the work of established directors, students 
learn what can be created using light, camera 
editing and dialogue. 

Students will be encouraged from the start of 
the course to produce their own films in a 
range of genres including music video, horror, 
drama and factual. 

The course tutor has extensive experience of 
working in the film industry. Guest speakers 
will include industry professionals. 

Students will be encouraged to form 
relationships with local film/video and games 
design companies. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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BMS 

Food 
Technology 
AS/A2 

AQA 
 

 

This course is designed to develop a range of 
transferable technological and key skills that 
are applicable to real life practical contexts. 
Students develop critical awareness about 
food product design and manufacture, 
including industrial and commercial practices. 
They also develop a range of ICT skills, 
including use of graphics packages, on-line 
manufacturing, CAD and CAM . Students study 
the physical properties of a broad range of 
ingredients and components, with particular 
emphasis on the life cycle of products 
including manufacture, use and disposal, 
health and social factors, environmental and 
cultural issues.  
Students will study and provide detailed 
analysis of a wide range of products through 
thorough and continued research. They will 
develop further knowledge and 
understanding of the broader issues facing 
the designer: dietary planning, health 
concerns and promotion, social factors, 
lifestyles, etc. 
This course is suitable for students wishing to 
pursue a career in many fields, including the 
Food Industry, Health or Social Care sectors, 
Hotel or Catering Industry or as a Technology 
Teacher. 
 

Entry Requirement:  

Students should have a C Grade in Food 
Technology. Those who have other relevant 
qualifications such as Art or Textiles should 
speak with Head of Design to discuss possible 
entry. 
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HPS 

 Football 
Coaching 
NVQ Level 2/Level 3 

1st4Sport/City & Guilds 
 

 

This course is delivered by Soccer Coaching 
Limited (SCL). It combines vocational and 
academic qualifications. How is the course 
delivered? A high percentage of the course is 
practical, however there will be a theory 
element due to the portfolio building for the 
NVQ and Award in Coaching Studies 
qualifications.  
Is the course right for you? The course is 
suitable for anyone interested in pursuing a 
career within teaching, coaching and 
instructing children and adults through sport, 
in particular football. Why choose this course? 
The course will qualify you to become the 
next generation of football coaches, allowing 
you to expand your employment 
opportunities both in the UK and abroad, 
most notably coaching placements in 
America.  
Other minor coaching awards will be offered 
as part of the course. 
In addition to the hours in school, learners 
need to gain coaching experience and 
evidence of outside teaching contact hours by 
completing coaching hours within local 
football clubs. 
 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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BMS BACA 

BMS 

French  
AS/A2 

AQA 
 

 

On this course students will continue to 
develop the four main language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing 
French.  

Students will learn more about how the 
language works so that there are skills in place 
to manipulate the language to express your 
own ideas. 

The AS course covers topics such as media, 
popular culture, healthy lifestyle and family & 
relationships.  

The A2 course covers topics such as 
environment, multi-cultural society, 
contemporary social issues and cultural 
issues.  

An Advanced Level in a foreign language is 
relevant to so many careers that it is 
impossible to list them all but, for example, 
career prospects in areas such as Sales, 
International Banking, the Foreign Office & 
Diplomatic Service, International Charities/Aid 
Agencies, Travel & Tourism are all enhanced 
by this qualification. It will also provide you 
with practical skills that you can exploit later 
in life and show prospective employers that 
you have good general communication skills.  

You can progress to study a language at 
University, most of which offer a joint or 
combined degree programme where you can 
study a language with an additional subject. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade B French GCSE 

 

 

Free Standing 
Maths 
Qualification  
One third of an AS 

AQA 

 
 

This course is designed to meet the needs of 
students who wish to continue the study of 
Mathematics but either don’t want to do AS 
Maths or feel that they may find it difficult.  

As this is still a Level 3 Course, you will need 
to archive at least a B grade at GCSE, although 
we may still consider you if you have achieved 
a C grade. 

The course extends work done during GCSE 
on topics such as algebra and trigonometry, 
and introduces some new topic areas such as 
differentiation and integration. 

This course is recognized by university 
admissions tutors as a Level 3 Maths 
qualification. As it is equivalent to one third of 
an AS Level it is worth up to 20 UCAS points. It 
will be particularly useful for those students 
working towards a career in Science, 
Engineering or Finance. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade B Maths GCSE 
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HPS 

Further Maths 
AS only 

AQA 
 

 

Mathematics is regarded as one of the most 
intellectually demanding courses, but is also 
one of the most stimulating and enjoyable. 
Students with a mature approach to abstract 
concepts and who appreciate the challenge of 
problem-solving would derive a great deal of 
pleasure from this course.  

Students are actively involved in developing 
Mathematical ideas and premature 
abstraction and over-reliance on logarithms 
are avoided. Wherever possible, problems 
relate to everyday life. This qualification 
would benefit students intending to study 
Mathematics, Engineering or Physics at 
University.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade B at Higher Level GCSE Maths.  

Students must also be studying/have studied 
the AQA AS Maths Course. 
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HPS 

HPS BACA 

Geography 
AS/A2 

Edexcel  AQA 
 
 

A Level Geography aims to give a balanced 
understanding of Physical and Human 
Geography. It focuses on understanding the 
interrelationships between people and their 
various environments, and the questions, 
issues and problems which arise from these 
relationships. Students will consider the 
values and attitudes involved in decision 
making through specific case studies.  

Throughout the course students will develop 
a variety of geographical skills including 
research and analysis, team work, 
investigating global issues and an ability to 
interpret natural phenomena.  

By following this course a number of different 
career paths can be followed including 
environmental management, advertising and 
social sciences.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade C or above in GCSE Geography 

 
 
 
 
 

Government 
& Politics 
AS/A2 

Edexcel 
 

 

In this course you will explore different 
political viewpoints and examine how 
individuals and groups can participate in the 
decision-making process. You will also 
examine the different political institutions of 
UK government and contrast these with other 
systems such as those in the USA. 

 This course aims to develop the skills, 
knowledge and concepts necessary to 
understand contemporary government and 
politics. It seeks to encourage a critical, 
rigorous and analytical approach to enable 
students to interpret and evaluate political 
information and to distinguish between 
evidence and opinion. In the AS course 
students study two units: People and Politics 
and Governing the UK. The two A2 units 
studied are: Representative Processes in the 
USA; and Governing the USA. 

Government and Politics will suit students 
who want to know more about the society 
they live in, how it works and how it could 
work. They should enjoy debate, discussion 
and argument. It is important that they 
understand that there are no simple ‘rights’ or 
‘wrongs.’  
 
Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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PACA 

Health & 
Social Care 
AS/A2 

OCR 

 
 
Health and Social Care offers a sound basis for 
moving on into the health care professions as 
nurses, care managers and social work. 

Starting with developing empathy, the 
position of the client is examined and 
students are encouraged to analyse care 
situations and develop the skills needed for 
providing effective care. 

There is extensive discussion of rights and 
responsibilities within what is the current 
legal framework. There is extensive discussion 
of the Human Rights Act.  

All of this is developed alongside a course in 
human biology focusing on the major body 
systems, their diseases and treatments. 

At the time of writing Nursing Schools are 
asking for this qualification as a pre-entry 
requirement. 

Assessment is by modular examinations. 
 
Entry Requirement: 
See page 6 ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS 

 
 
 

Health & 
Social Care 
OCR L3 National Diploma 

OCR 
 

 
This OCR course will be studied at level 3. The 
Certificate consists of six units over one year 
and is equivalent to one ‘A' level.  The 
Diploma has twelve units over two years and 
is equivalent to two ‘A' levels.  

Students take one of three specialist 
pathways: Health or Social Care or Early Years 
Care and Education. Alternatively, students 
choose a general pathway.  

 Students will study a work experience/ 
professional development unit where an 
external placement on a one day a week basis 
is required for a minimum of one term. Sector 
specific external certification is delivered 
alongside the relevant units of work including 
Paediatric First Aid, Hoist and Manual 
Handling and Fire Safety and Incident 
Management. Visiting speakers and sector 
specific visits are an integral part of the 
course. The course is made up of portfolio of 
coursework and practical assessments.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6 ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS BMS 
HPS 

PACA 

BMS 

Health & 
Social Care 
OCR L2  
National Award 
 

National Diploma 

OCR 
BTEC Health and Social Care is work related. 
All the topics students cover relate to the 
skills and knowledge students need in the 
work place.  

There are no exams; instead students will 
complete 6 assignments. Students will be 
encouraged to take responsibility for their 
own learning and the course will require 
significant work outside the classroom. The 
course includes visits to local health care 
providers and visiting speakers who come to 
College and share their knowledge and 
experience.  

The course includes several practical activities 
and students will also need to complete a 2 
week, related work placement. 

Those who hope to have a career in health 
and social care need to understand the skills 
involved in caring for people with different 
needs from birth to old age. The course offers 
a good basis for anyone wanting a career in 
nursing, support work, mental health or youth 
work. 

 
Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

 

 

History  
AS/A2 

Edexcel    AQA 

 
 

History allows students to understand how 
society has evolved. It encourages students to 
think more clearly about the present world 
and analyse current affairs.  

History is a fascinating subject; like a jigsaw 
puzzle where not all of the pieces are 
available. The historian attempts to piece the 
story together. 

 History is a rewarding subject, demanding a 
commitment to reading, writing and 
discussion.  

It is recognised by many employers as 
developing skills relevant in a range of career 
areas, including law, management, and 
administrative work, as well as more 
historically-orientated careers in teaching, 
archive, library or heritage work.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade C or above in History GCSE (or 
equivalent Humanities subject), or C grade in 
English Language. 
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HPS 

Home 
Economics  
AS/A2 

OCR 
 

 
 

The Food, Nutrition and Health Home 
Economics A Level covers a range of areas of 
food study.  

In Year 12, AS units cover Society and Health, 
looking at Demography, the family, 
environmental issues and social issues, as well 
as Resource Management; resources, food 
provision, food preparation and cooking 
equipment and food safety/hygiene. 

In Year 13, A2 units include Unit 3 – an 
investigative study where candidates select 
their own content and develop their own task 
and Unit 4 – Nutrition & Food Production 
including an introduction to nutrition, 
nutrients and energy, properties of foods and 
developments in the food industry. 

The course provides a suitable foundation for 
the study of academic of vocational courses in 
higher education, including careers in Food 
Technology, Nutritional Science, Sports 
Science and Diet, Consumer protection and 
Food Retail and Manufacture. 

The course can support learning in Sociology, 
Health and Social Care, Sport and Geography.  

 

Entry Requirement 

See page 6 ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 
 

Horse Care  
BTEC L2 Extended 

Certificate 

Edexcel 

 
Teaching will be provided in the indoor 
schools, the ‘equine barn’ and linked 
classrooms.  Students will develop their skills 
and work with a range of horses which also 
includes a mechanical horse. Those who 
demonstrate good ability will get an 
opportunity to ride. 

This programme is ideal for the learner to gain 
equine skills, explore career opportunities and 
gain a useful related vocational qualification 
whilst still studying at school. 

Prospective students are not required to have 
experience on entry to the programme but 
we will want to know that those learners 
joining the programme are confident to work 
around large animals and they may wish to 
gain experience at a local stables prior to 
application.  

Programme content includes routine stable 
duties, handling and grooming horses, 
maintaining horse tack and clothing and riding 
on the flat. 

Successful completion will enable the learner 
to apply for Level 3 programmes within the 
sector. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

2 GCSEs A*-D  

Confidence around large animals. 

 

 

PLUMPTON 
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Horticulture 
City & Guilds L2 Extended 
Certificate 

City & Guilds 
     (at Stanmer Park) 
 

This programme is ideal for the learner who 
wishes to gain horticultural skills and explore 
career opportunities in the horticultural 
sector, which is very broad. Learners can also 
gain a useful related qualification for the 
future whilst at the same time maintaining 
academic study at school.  

Successful completion will enable the learner 
to apply for Level 3 Programmes within the 
sector. 

Contents of the programme will include: 
Principles of Plant & Soil Science, Constructing 
Landscape Surfaces, Establishing and 
Maintaining Plants, Plant Selection and 
Identification.  

Teaching will utilise the range of facilities at 
the college out-centre based at the top end of 
Stanmer Park, which includes fully equipped 
glasshouses, workshops and outdoor amenity 
areas. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

2 GCSEs at A*- D 

 
 
 
 

PLUMPTON 
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BMS BMS 

Hospitality/ 
Catering 
 

 

Hospitality 
BTEC L2 First Diploma  

Edexcel 
 
This course has been developed within the 
hospitality industry to provide education and 
training for hospitality employees, as well as 
for 6th Form College students to achieve a 
nationally recognised Level 2 vocationally 
specific qualification, with possible 
progression to the Level 3 Nationals in 
Hospitality. 

Units will include Investigation of the Catering 
and Hospitality Industry, Products, Services 
and Support within the Industry, Principles of 
Customer Service (including Leisure Travel 
and Tourism industries), and Providing 
Customer Service in Hospitality. 

There is potential for this qualification to 
prepare learners for employment in the 
hospitality and catering industries. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BMS are developing a partnership with the 
De Vere organisation. If this is confirmed, for 
the 2012 start, a NVQ Diploma will be 
offered in Hospitality Services.  

 

 

Only one of these two courses will be 
offered.  

 

Hospitality Services 
NVQ Level 2 Diploma 

Edexcel 
 
This is a work-based qualification, which will 
allow learners to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills essential for working 
in a hospitality environment with an emphasis 
on food and food preparation. Learners are 
required to take mandatory units which cover 
aspects of maintaining a safe, hygienic and 
secure working environment, working 
effectively as part of a hospitality team, giving 
customers a positive impression of 
themselves and their organisation and 
cleaning and servicing a range of 
housekeeping areas in a hospitality 
environment.  Examples of the optional units 
will focus on maintaining food safety when 
storing, preparing and cooking meat, fish and 
poultry. 

 This qualification offers various opportunities 
for progression to further learning. Learners 
may progress to the Edexcel Level 3 NVQ 
Diplomas in Hospitality Supervision and 
Leadership and Professional Cookery. 
Alternatively, learners may progress to the 
Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Hospitality. 

 

Entry Requirements:  

See page 6 ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS 

Human 
Biology 
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

The AS course builds upon GCSE Biology and 
aims to develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of concepts of biology along 
with the skills needed for the use of these in 
new and changing situations, such as gene 
technology and forensic science.  

Students will develop an understanding of 
scientific methods and become aware of 
advances in technology, including IT relevant 
to biology. Units covered include the human 
body and its diseases, origins and adaptations, 
investigative skills, bodies and cells in and out 
of control. 

Human Biology combines well with other 
sciences, including Psychology, as well as 
subjects such as Geography, PE and Sociology. 

 
See also ‘Biology’ on page 14. 
 

Entry Requirement: 

 Grade B in GCSE Science  
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HPS BMS PACA BACA 

 ICT  
OCR L3 National Certificate 

OCR 

 

Students will have an in-depth look at ICT in 
the modern workplace, and an insight into its 
role in specialist careers. As an alternative to 
an exam-based courses, this qualification 
provides ongoing learning and assessment of 
the practical skills and knowledge required to 
succeed in ICT related careers for further 
study. The course is equivalent to 1 A level 
grade A-E and carries the same UCAS points. 

The qualification is designed to enable 
candidates to enter employment at operative 
or trainee level within a wide range of ICT 
environments. Such candidates would 
normally enter employment through a work-
related training programme. 

 

Entry Requirement: 
 

OCR Nationals Award (2 GCSE) – Merit Overall 
or B at GCSE IT. 
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HPS HPS 

ICT  
OCR L2 National Award 

OCR 
 

 
This qualification aims to develop student's 
knowledge and understanding of the 
Information and Communication Technology 
sector. Students will develop skills, knowledge 
and understanding in ways that are directly 
relevant to employment situations. Students 
carry out a range of tasks that have been 
designed to recognise their achievements in a 
modern, practical way that is relevant to the 
workplace.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Italian 
AS/A2 

Edexcel 
 

 
The Italian courses enhance the skills of 
speaking, reading, listening and writing 
acquired in GCSE Italian and enable students 
to communicate in and understand the 
language at a far greater level of 
sophistication.  

You will develop your understanding of 
spoken and written Italian in a variety of 
contexts and genres, build on the skills 
acquired at GCSE and be able to communicate 
confidently in Italian using increasingly 
accurate and complex language.  

You will also develop a critical insight into 
contemporary society and the cultural 
background of Italy.  

This course will enhance your employment 
prospects and should facilitate foreign travel. 
Finally, the course is an excellent foundation 
either for further study or for practical use or 
for employment. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade B Italian GCSE 
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HPS PACA 

BACA BMS BMS 

Law  
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

Students will cover four modules: two at AS 
and two at A2.  
These include Law Making and the Legal 
System, The Concept of Liability, Criminal Law 
– Offences against the Person and Property, 
Offences and Concepts of Law.  
Students are encouraged to discuss and 
debate legal issues and problems throughout 
the course, as well as looking at current affairs 
which involve issues of legal interest. 
Assessment is by exam only. 
This course is ideal for students considering a 
career in law or simply working to find out 
more about the way in which the legal system 
operates, and how it affects life. 
 

Entry Requirement:  

Students should have Grade C in GCSE English 
and/or History 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Maths  
AS/A2 

Edexcel 
 

 

 

OCR         AQA 
 

 

Students studying mathematics will find it 
challenging and enjoyable. It equips students 
with analytic and reasoning skills which are of 
proven value in the workplace. The course is 
demanding so an established enthusiasm and 
ability should be in place for anyone 
considering to continue their maths studies. 
The core units for AS level extend work done 
during GCSE on topics such as algebra and 
trigonometry and introduce the new ideas of 
differentiation and integration. Decision 
maths is an area of maths which looks at the 
solutions to commercial problems, often using 
ICT. The core units for A2 continue to explore 
topics central to an understanding of modern 
mathematics, while the mechanics unit deals 
with situations arising in engineering and 
related fields. 

Mathematics AS and A level are particularly 
sought after for entry to all university courses 
and are essential for careers such as 
engineering, computer programming and 
medicine. Other career opportunities range 
from accountancy to financial or retail 
management, as well as statistical analysis, 
architecture and the educational field. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

At least Grade B in Maths. 
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PACA HPS BMS 

 

Maths  
GCSE 

Edexcel      AQA 
 

 

 

The course gives students the opportunity to 
improve on the GCSE grade they achieved at 
the end of Year 11. Students are required to 
study number and algebra, geometry and 
measure, and data handling.  A variety of 
tasks and examination style questions will be 
used in lessons. 

Assessment of the linear course comprises 
two written exams taken at the end of Year 12 
which account for 50% each. One of the 
written exams will be taken without the use 
of a calculator.    

All students are expected to have their own 
calculators for use at home and in class. A 
scientific calculator is recommended.  A 
compass and protractor are also needed for 
parts of the course. 

There are a vast number of career 
opportunities requiring Mathematics 
qualifications. These include engineering, 
accountancy, computing, financial and retail 
management. It should be noted that GCSE 
Mathematics grade C is required for all 
university courses.  
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BMS HPS PACA BMS 

Media Studies  
AS/A2 

WJEC 

 
 

Students will study a mixture of practical and 
theoretical topics which give a strong element 
of choice throughout the course. Students 
who are genuinely interested in the media 
and are able to study independently, both in 
terms of individual research and ability to 
work in a group outside the direct supervision 
of a teacher, will be best suited to A level 
Media Studies.  

Students will study a variety of media and will 
have the opportunity to produce practical 
work in video and desk top publishing. 

Possible careers include a wide range of 
media courses both practical and theoretical 
at many universities, as well as a direct lead in 
to journalism, media, production companies. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade C or above in either English Lang or Lit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Music  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 

Edexcel 

 
 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma 
in Music (Performing) is a sixty credit 
qualification that contains six separate units. 

The Course will include performance on your 
main instrument and a performance as part of 
an ensemble.  The course will support your 
development of rehearsal and performance 
skills which will form part of the assessment. 
You will be given several projects throughout 
the course which will expand your knowledge 
of popular music and enable you to research a 
chosen area of interest as a practical subject 
investigation.  

To support your development during the 
course, you can take an active part in up to 
two productions in our professional theatre. 
You will develop your compositional skills and 
present a portfolio of short compositions 
which will show your understanding of 
developing musical ideas. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

GCSE Music (Grade C or above)/ BTEC Level 2. 
Good solo performance skills on one or more 
instruments, a passion for music and the 
ability to compose and develop small musical 
ideas.  
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BMS 

Music 
Technology 
AS/A2 

Edexcel 

 
 

BMS has fifty-five iMac suites running Logic9 
and Sibelius software, as well as a recording 
studio with two fully equipped live rooms. 
Sixth form students will benefit from their 
own classroom which has MACS with Logic, 
Garageband and Sibelius software. The 
facilities available to Music Technology 
students are state-of-the-art and the finest in 
the area. 

Music Technology plays a key role in music 
across the world. This qualification enables 
students to learn techniques used in 
professional recording, applied music, 
broadcast and film industries. There is an 
emphasis on practical tasks focusing on 
contemporary use of music tech.  This 
qualification has been widely accepted by 
higher education providers and provides 
valuable experience for students aiming to 
progress to higher education, as well as a 
sound basis for careers including Recording 
(sound engineering and production), 
Broadcasting, Live Sound, Advertising and 
Film Industries, Computer Games 
Development and Theatre. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

GCSE Grade C or BTEC Merit in a music based 
subject. 
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BMS 

Musical 
Theatre 
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 
in Performing Arts  

Edexcel 

 
 

This is a vocational course designed to equip 
students with practical skills needed in the 
area of musical theatre. Students will develop 
a range of performance skills in three 
disciplines: acting, singing and dancing. Skills 
include jazz, dance, development of 
characterization and vocal technique. 
Students study a variety of musical theatre 
genres, from the early 20th century to the 
present day. The course consists of specialist 
units in acting, singing and dance with three 
public integrated musical theatre 
performances. 

Students who study musical theatre go onto 
work within the theatre as performer, actor, 
singer, dancer or performing arts teacher, 
community arts leader, or in Arts 
Management. 

 

Entry Requirement  

Grade C at GCSE dance, music or drama – or 
an equivalent vocational qualification. 
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PACA BMS 

Performing 
Arts 
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
This is a broad course aimed at developing in 
students the skills, methods and devices used 
in theatre both now and historically. 

Students will explore their own abilities and 
interests developing scripts and performing. 

Students are encouraged to become reflective 
and self-analytical.  

Journals are kept and used as the basis for 
writing up coursework. 

There is a practical examination where 
students are able to demonstrate their 
learning. 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6 ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal 
Finance 
PFI Certificate L2 

IFS 

 
This course is designed to equip students with 
the knowledge and skills to be able to cope 
confidently and effectively with financial 
situations they are likely to meet in daily life. 

Assessment comprises of two 30 minute and 
one 1 hour multiple choice online tests. 
Depending on student performance, students 
will be awarded distinction, merit or pass 
grades. 

This is particularly useful for careers in the 
finance or retail sector. 

This course is part of our generic support 
package for level 2 students. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Connected Schools 6 th  Form Prospectus 

 

48  

 

HPS 

Philosophy & 
Ethics 
AS/A2 

OCR 
 
 

The course explores aspects within both 
philosophy of religion and religious ethics. 
Philosophy of Religion examines the 
arguments used when considering meaning 
and purpose in life. Religious Ethics is about 
human conduct and character. 

Is it possible to truly know anything? Do we 
make real choices or is everything fated? How 
can we decide what is right and wrong? 
Philosophy and Ethics will appeal to students 
who ask such questions and who enjoy a good 
debate. We explore the ideas of great 
thinkers from Plato and Aristotle to Marx and 
Freud. Philosophy of Religion examines 
traditional arguments for the existence of 
God, the problem of evil and challenges to 
religious belief posed by science, psychology 
and sociology. Religious Ethics examines 
issues such as absolute and relative morality 
and the application of these, to debates on 
issues such as abortion and euthanasia.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade C in English GCSE 
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HPS BMS PACA BMS 

Photography 
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

The photography courses are a balance 
between practical and theoretical work. 
Students will learn the techniques of black & 
white and digital photography, how to use an 
SLR camera, film processing, printing from 
negatives and enhancing images using 
computer software. Students are given a 
grounding in visual theory, which will inform 
their own work and enable personal and in-
depth research into chosen topics.  

Students learn through their research about 
the history and styles/genres of photography 
and about famous and contemporary 
photographers. 

Pathways on from this course include 
university studies in photography, art, media 
and journalism, as well as apprenticeship 
opportunities or initiating a career in 
professional photography. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

See page 6 ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

 
 
 
 

Physics  
AS/A2 

OCR 

 
 
Physics is everywhere, from the tiny sub-
atomic world to the mind-boggling huge 
distances across the universe itself. Physics is 
even needed in the imaginary worlds of 
computer gaming and modeling. A level 
physics is a thought-provoking, practical 
subject. It can lead onto interesting and very 
well paid careers. So, if students are up for a 
challenge and have an imaginative, inquisitive 
and lively mind, A level physics is a great 
subject. 

An understanding of physics is useful when 
planning and designing improvements in 
agriculture, broadcasting, car design, digital 
music technology, electricity supply, footwear 
for sport, golf clubs, x-ray machines, yacht 
design. 

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade B in GCSE Science & Maths 
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HPS BMS PACA HPS 

Product 
Design  
AS/A2 

Edexcel 

 
The course is structured to link closely to the 
real world of product design and is designed 
to offer students the opportunity to study, 
propose and realise prototype solutions to 
designing and making problems. The 
specification of the course enables students 
to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of technological processes, 
analyse design situations and requirements, 
and propose ideas through a variety of media 
solutions. You will design, make, test, 
evaluate and, where appropriate, modify 
solutions to satisfy design needs. Students 
have full access to a suite of computers 
dedicated solely for the use of Design and 
Technology department. These incorporate 
CAD, CAM and up to date graphical 
applications.  

 

Entry Requirement:  

Grade C or above in a Design subject at GCSE.  

Those who have other relevant qualifications 
like Art or Textiles will have their application 
referred to the Head of Design to discuss 
possible entry. 
 

 
 
 

Project –  
Extended  
AS 

Edexcel 

 
Students must carry out a piece of research 
which shows the development of ideas.  

There are four possible options for students 
on which to base their work: 

 

- A dissertation 

- An investigation 

- A performance 

- An artefact 

 

Students work under the guidance and 
supervision of a member of staff but must be 
self-motivated and be prepared to develop 
their own ideas and to carry out research.  

The course is very personalised and allows 
students to explore ideas and theories which 
may be linked to their other advanced level 
courses or as preparation for their future 
career. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS PACA BMS 

Psychology 
AS/A2 

AQA 

 
 

The AS and A2 course in psychology allows 
students to develop a broad knowledge and 
understanding of the core areas of 
psychology.  
This includes cognitive psychology, 
developmental psychology and research 
methods. 
At A2, the specification offers a range of 
topic-based options which bring together 
explanations from different psychological 
approaches and engage students in issues and 
debates in psychology, covering topics such as 
biological rhythms and sleep, perception, 
relationships, aggression, etc. 

The final unit covers psychopathology – 
knowledge and understanding of models, 
classification, diagnosis and therapies in 
relation to a disorder chosen from 
schizophrenia, depression or anxiety disorder, 
psychology in action – one contemporary 
issue chosen from media psychology, 
addictive behaviour or anomalistic psychology 
and psychological research and scientific 
method. 

Many psychology students go on to study the 
subject further at university. Psychology is 
useful in many different careers, particularly 
those involving people. Past students have 
gone on to run their own communication 
companies, teach, work for the BBC. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade B at GCSE Science is recommended. 
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HPS BMS 

Science 
OCR L2 National Award 

OCR 

 
This qualification develops knowledge and 
understanding of science, scientific 
procedures and the commercial applications 
of science. Students carry out a range of tasks 
that have been designed to recognise their 
achievements in a modern, practical way that 
is relevant to the workplace. It encourages 
progression by assisting in the development 
of knowledge, understanding and skills that 
candidates will need to access further 
education opportunities or occupational 
training. All units are centre-assessed and 
externally moderated by OCR. There are no 
timetabled exams for this qualification. The 
Award will support entry into work or 
progression onto a Level 3 course. The 
qualification is equivalent to achieving 2 A*-C 
grades at GCSE depending on the grade 
achieved: Pass, Merit, or Distinction.  

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 

 

 
 
 
 

Science  
GCSE 

AQA 

 
This course is for students who wish to 
upgrade their Science GCSEs. We meet once a 
week to agree the best tactical plan to 
increase grades. This may well be through 
looking at exam marks and then considering 
the approach to the Science exams, clarifying 
exactly what is needed in the exam, predicting 
questions which may come up and revising 
exam subject content. Students may well also 
need to retake controlled assessments if 
these are barriers to improvement. This will 
form part of the lessons alongside the revision 
and practice for any examinations that need 
to be retaken. Students have to be self-
motivated to succeed. We will not cover the 
whole course again, but concentrate on 
particularly difficult topics such as types of 
bonding, protein synthesis and the 
mathemathical parts of physics; forces, 
acceleration, momentum and energy.  Other 
parts of the course will be revised 
independently by students. The examinations 
are in November, March and June. At these 
times students will take written papers, either 
multiple choice or short written answer 
papers. 
Having a grade C or above in Science opens up 
multiple possibilities for a student’s future.  
Having a Science GCSE qualification indicates a 
student has a good memory, is capable of clear 
thinking and can understand a technical 
subject. Course providers or employers will be 
interested in how well these abilities are 
developed in a student.  
 
Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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BMS 

Sociology 
AS/A2 

AQA 
 

 
At AS, students studying this specification will 
acquire knowledge of contemporary social 
processes and social changes. Students will be 
encouraged to develop their own sociological 
awareness through active engagement with 
the contemporary social world. This will 
include connections between different 
substantive areas of Sociology; culture and 
identity, families and households, wealth, 
poverty and welfare. There will be topic areas 
in relation to the two core themes, also 
including education, health and sociological 
research methods.  

At A2, students will continue to focus on 
contemporary society but they should 
demonstrate a wider range and greater depth 
of knowledge and understanding with more 
highly developed skills of application, analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation. 

Sociology is useful for many careers. Many 
past students have gone onto careers in 
media, law, teaching, social work, personnel 
management and many other fields. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade B/C in a Humanities GCSE or English 
GCSE 
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BMS BMS 

BACA PACA 

Spanish 
AS/A2 

AQA 
 

  

On this course students will continue to 
develop the four main language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing 
Spanish.  

Students will learn more about how the 
language works so that there are skills in place 
to manipulate the language to express your 
own ideas. 

The AS course covers topics such as media, 
popular culture, healthy lifestyle and family & 
relationships.  

The A2 course covers topics such as 
environment, multi-cultural society, 
contemporary social issues and cultural 
issues.  

An Advanced Level in a foreign language is 
relevant to so many careers that it is 
impossible to list them all but, for example, 
career prospects in areas such as Sales, 
International Banking, the Foreign Office & 
Diplomatic Service, International Charities/Aid 
Agencies, Travel & Tourism are all enhanced 
by this qualification. It will also provide you 
with practical skills that you can exploit later 
in life and show prospective employers that 
you have good general communication skills.  

You can progress to study a language at 
University, most of which offer a joint or 
combined degree programme where you can 
study a language with an additional subject. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade B in Spanish GCSE or equivalent 
 

 

Sport  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 
Edexcel 
 

 
 

L3 National Certificate 
OCR 
 
 
The BTEC in Sport will appeal to you if you are 
interested in following a vocational 
qualification in sport that prepares you for 
further study, employment or university 
entry, if you are a capable sports performer, 
official or coach and if you are interested in a 
course that is assessed via internally set and 
marked coursework assignments. This is a two 
year course that requires learners to 
complete 12 units to achieve accreditation. 
Students can go on to study Sport at 
University or use it as a springboard to a 
career in areas such as coaching, fitness 
centre work and activity leadership. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

Grade C in English at GCSE 
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BMS 

Stage 
Management  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 

Edexcel 

 
 
This course is two years of in-depth 
exploration into production arts. The course 
consists of six units covering all aspects of 
Stage Management, Productions Arts, Lighting 
and Sound Operations.  

The course emphasises the importance of the 
interrelation of design, administrative and 
technical elements within a performing arts 
project.  

As a student you will work on a number of 
different shows developing your knowledge 
and skills as a stage manager in the theatre 
and events industry. We will provide many 
opportunities to implement the lighting and 
sound skills learnt in a production context.  
For some practical assessments students will 
need to be available for evening productions 
which will be held in the college’s Windmill 
Theatre, and should expect to work on several 
shows throughout the year. 
 

Entry Requirement: 

Students may have already followed a BTEC 
performing arts production course at BMS, or 
should have had some prior experience of 
working backstage on concerts, or shows. 
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BMS HPS 

Travel & 
Tourism  
BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma 

Edexcel 
 

 
Travel and Tourism examines the whole range 
of reasons that people travel away from 
home, whether this is for business or leisure 
and whether it is within the UK or abroad.  
The travel & tourism industry is made up of 
different types of organisation that support 
this activity. In order to understand the 
nature of the travel & tourism industry it is 
important that learners actively experience 
the travel and tourism environment.  Brighton 
is an ideal location to see how the industry 
works in practice. Throughout the course 
students will be expected to work as 
individuals and on occasion as part of a team 
working to an agreed target.  By the end of 
the course you will be skilled at managing 
your time effectively to meet deadlines; 
presenting your work both in the form of 
written reports and through Powerpoint and 
spoken presentations.  

The assessment is 100% assignment based 
coursework allowing students to apply their 
learning to real situations in the Travel & 
Tourism Sector.  The qualification is 
equivalent to one A level. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

If students have studied T&T a minimum of a 
pass or C is required, if they have studied a 
BTEC First course a minimum of pass is 
required 

 
 

Travel & 
Tourism 
AS/A2 

WJEC 

 
 
This is a vocationally-focused A/AS Level. 
Students will develop the skills required to 
work in the Travel and Tourism industry. 
Topics covered include Customer Service, 
Travel Destinations and Tourist Attractions.  

The course aims to encourage candidates to 
develop broad skills, knowledge and 
understanding of the travel and tourism 
industry and should prepare students for 
further study or training in travel and tourism 
related occupations. Students will develop an 
understanding of the scale and importance of 
the travel and tourism industry and the 
interdependence of its sectors; appreciate the 
importance of the customer to the travel and 
tourism industry; appreciate the importance 
of host destinations and communities to the 
travel and tourism industry and the 
importance of sustainable development; 
appreciate the positive and negative impacts 
travel and tourism may have on people, the 
environment and economy; and develop 
practical and technical skills relevant to the 
travel and tourism industry. 

 

Entry Requirement: 

See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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HPS 

Travel & 
Tourism  
OCR L2 National Award 

OCR 
 

 
This qualification is designed to develop 
knowledge, understanding and skills in 
contexts that are directly relevant to 
employment situations, thereby enhancing 
employability within the travel and tourism 
industries.  
It develops the ability to work effectively in a 
travel and tourism context. It encourages 
progression by assisting in the development 
of knowledge, understanding and skills that 
candidates will need to access further 
education opportunities or occupational 
training, and promote interaction between 
employers,  centres and candidates by 
relating teaching and assessment to real 
settings.  
 
Entry Requirement 
See page 6, ‘Choosing The Right Course’ 
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Vehicle 
Technology  
BTEC L2 Extended 
Certificate 

Edexcel 
 
 

This programme is ideal for the learner who 
wishes to gain vehicle technology skills, 
explore career opportunities in the vehicle 
technology sector and gain a useful related 
qualification for the future, whilst at the same 
time maintaining academic study at school. 
Successful completion will enable the learner 
to apply for Level 3 programmes within the 
sector. 

Contents of the programme will include 
Vehicle Engine Principles and Operation, 
Vehicle Component Removing & Refitting 
Techniques, Function and Operation of 
Vehicle Electrical Systems & Components, 
Vehicle Maintenance Techniques and 
Engineering Skills for Vehicle Repair.  
The programme will include work with motor 
vehicles, off-road vehicles, tractors and other 
motorized vehicles found within the Land 
Based sector.  
Teaching will utilise the range of workshops 
and diagnostic facilities at the college which 
enable the learner to understand the 
principles of vehicle design and operation, as 
well as practice associated maintenance skills 
through experience with working examples. 
 

Entry Requirement:  

2 GCSEs at A*- D 
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Past Student Case Studies: 
 
 
Rene is a very bright, academic student who studied Law, History and Maths in 
Year 13. He was a very motivated student who combined his studies with a 
range of other interests such as rugby. Rene’s enquiring mind and  focused 
approach enabled him to achieve AAB and gain a place to study Law at Surrey 
University. 

 
 

Zoe has a passion for stage management. She studied this BTEC course 
alongside drama and psychology. She achieved a distinction (A*) for her stage 
management, a C in Psychology and a B in drama. She gained a place to study 
performing arts at the prestigious RADA in London. 

 
 

Daliya wanted a career in the medical profession. She decided to study a BTEC 
as this suited her learning style. Daliya completed a double BTEC in Health and 
Social Care (achieving a double distinction = A*) and a C in Travel. She is now 
studying Radiography at London Southbank. 
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Past student case studies (continued): 
 
 
Sophia spent 3 years at 6th form. At the end of her year 12 she decided to 
change course and therefore follow a three year pathway.  At the end of her 
period of study, she achieved a B in Sociology, B in Business and a C in French, 
she also gained an A grade in AS Extended Project. She is now studying 
International Relations at Kingston, London. 

 
 

Harry started on a level 2 pathway, completing his GCSE re-sits, GCSE 
citizenship and a level 2 BTEC in business. He did well on this course and gained 
enough GCSEs to start a level 3 course.  
He is now studying Level 3 Business BTEC, Level 3 ICT OCR and NVQ sports 
coaching which he will look to upgrade to a level 3 course next year. This range 
of subjects suited his learning style and his passion for football; he is already 
working at BHAFC. Harry hopes to go into sports management in the future. 
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Past student case studies (continued): 

 
 

Fleur is now in year 13. She decided to study Chemistry, Physics and Further 
Maths AS and achieved an A grade in all these qualifications this summer. Fleur 
also chose to complete the AS Maths she started in year 11, gaining an A* at 
A2. Fleur also completed the Advanced Extension Award in Maths, gaining a 
Merit. Fleur is looking to study Maths at either Oxford or Cambridge next year. 

 

 

Chris is now in year 13. He decided to study Chemistry, Biology, Spanish and 
Further Maths AS and achieved AACA this summer. Chris also chose to 
complete the AS Maths he started in Year 11, gaining an A at A2 and the 
Advanced Extension Award in Maths. Chris combined this challenging 
academic programme with being the Vice President of the Student Union and 
raising £1700 for charity. Chris is looking to study Biochemistry at either Oxford 
or Cambridge next year. 
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NOTES: 
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NOTES: 
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NOTES: 
 


